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How to use CPS ECD A English Teacher’s Guide:

• is written in line with the Ministry of Primary and Secondary Education (New curriculum
2015-2022)

• is designed to assist the teacher to deliver interesting and age appropriate ECD A lessons
• provides daily lessons that cover the three terms making it user friendly
• provides teachers with skills, expertise and ideas on how to teach English as a language
• gives room for teachers to research on best methods of assisting learners to master new

concepts
• includes cross cutting issues that are an integral part of the curriculum
• topics are logically and sequentially arranged and presented for easy grasp of concepts
• weekly aims of the lessons derived from chapter topics are clearly laid out
• has a list of suggested learning aids to assist the teacher in collecting relevant material to be

used during lessons
• gives clear objectives for each lesson
• learner activities for each lesson are given making it easy for teacher to carry out assessment

of learners’ grasp of skills and progress
• has a step by step guideline to presentation of daily lessons
• provides a weekly assessment table to guide the teacher in assessing learners’ grasp of skills
• links very well with the learner’s reader and work book

Structure of the book
1. Weekly aims of the lessons
2. Suggested Learning media
3. Lesson objectives
4. Lesson development
5. Assessment of the weekly lessons

A well thought out book for teachers. Enjoy your work and activities with this fabulous helper.
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1 MyselfCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners: 

• develop listening skills
• talk about themselves
• read pictures

• develop writing skills through drawing
• develop memory skills
• identify teacher’s voice

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 7,1; 8.1; 8.2; 8.3

Suggested resources
Thursday: crayons
Friday: learners’ photos

Monday 

Topic:  Say their names in 
full

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) say their names in full
b) listen to others stating their names

Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Speaking/signing
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. Teacher says his/her name while

learners are listening. Learners 
repeat the teacher’s name.

2. Learners say their names in full
while others listen.

For example:
My name is Jane Muti.

1. Learners say each other’s names.

Tuesday

Topic: A rhyme on names

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state the teacher’s name
b) state their own names using a rhyme
c) state their sex
d) state each other’s names using a

rhyme

Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Speaking/signing
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. Learners state the teacher’s name.
2. Learners state/sign whether they

are a boy or a girl.
Lead: Do you know my name?
Others:  No.
Lead: Do you know my name?
Others:  No.
Lead: My name is __ _ _ _. 

 I am a _ _ _ _. 
Others: Your name is _ _ _ _

The rhyme continues until all learners 
have said their names.
1. The rhyme can be sung in groups.

All children can chorus their names
as they sing the rhyme.

ECD A English TG.indb   1 8/2/2017   3:09 PM



2 
Myself  1 

Wednesday

Topic: Picture reading

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify a boy and a girl in the picture
b) describe the activities that the boy

and the girl are doing

Skills to be developed
 • Reading/signing
 • Speaking/signing
 • Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Learners identify the boy and girl

from the pictures on page 1 in the
learners’ reading book.

2. Learners give names to the boy and
girl.

3. Learners describe what the boy and
girl are doing in the picture. Teacher
moves around listening to how
learners are describing the pictures
and gives assistance to those who
need it.

4. Learners sing the rhyme, ‘Do you
know my name?’

Thursday

Topic: Drawing of self

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) complete a picture by joining dots
b) join the dots from left to right

Skills to be developed
 • Listening/observing
 • Writing/brailling
 • left to right orientation
 • joining dotted lines
 • handling of crayons

Learning activities
1. Learners identify a picture of a girl or

boy from the dotted pictures on page 
1 in the learners’ workbook.

2. Teacher explains to learners that
girls complete the girl’s picture and
boys  complete the boy’s picture by
joining dots from left to right using
crayons.

3. Learners complete the pictures as
explained by the teacher. Teacher
moves around giving assistance to
the needy learners.

4. Learners show each other their work.
5. Teacher asks children to bring their

own photographs for the following
day’s lesson.

Friday

Topic: Game on names

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) play a game on names
b) recall names of others

Skills to be developed
 • Listening/observing
 • Speaking/signing
 • Recalling

Learning activities
1. Learners show others their 

photographs and say their names.
2. Teacher demonstrates a fishing game

on names. Learners’ photographs
are put together in a shoe box or
container. Teacher fishes out a
photograph and the learner whose
photograph has been fished out says
his/her name in full.

3. Learners play the game on names in
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groups and teacher moves around 
observing learners at play as well 
as giving them assistance where 
necessary.

4. Learners repeat the rhyme ‘Do you

know my name?’ as they are holding 
their photographs.

5. Learners are asked to know their
home addresses for the following
lessons.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are 

learners 

able to 

say their 

names in 

full?

Are 

learners 

able to say 

the name 

of the 

teacher?

Are 

learners 

able to say 

names of 

others?

Are 

learners 

able to 

read 

pictures of 

a boy and 

a girl?

Are 

learners 

able to join 

dots of 

pictures? 

Are learners 

able to join 

dots of 

pictures from 

left to right?

Peter

James

Jane
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2 My homeCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• state their home addresses
• recognize their photographs
• state parents’ names

• colour the pictures
• read pictures

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 7.1; 8.1; 8.2; 8.3

Suggested resources
Tuesday: photographs, name tags,  

plain paper, stick stuff
Thursday:  crayons

Monday

Topic: Home address

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state where they stay (home

addresses)
b) recite a rhyme on names and

addresses

Skills to be developed
 • Listening/observing
 • Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Teacher states where he/she stays

while learners are listening.
2. Teacher asks learners to say their

home addresses. For example, five
or six learners may say their home
addresses while others are listening.

3. Learners recite a rhyme on ‘Do you
know my name?’
Lead:  Do you know my name?
Others: No.
Lead:  My name is _ _ _ _ .
Others: Your name is _ _ __ _ _.

Lead:  Do you know where I live?
Others: No.
Lead: I live in _ _ _ _. 
Others: You live in _ _ _ _ .

Tuesday

Topic:  My photograph 
and name tag

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify their own photographs and

name tags
b) match their photographs with name

tags

Skills to be developed
 • Listening/observing
 • Speaking/singing
 • Reading
 • Matching/brailling

Learning activities
1. Learners recite the rhyme ‘Do you

know my name?’
2. Teacher gives learners their name

tags (A4 size plain papers with
learners’ names). Learners fish
out photographs and match them
with name tags. They stick the
photographs on the plain papers
with their names, for example:

John Moyo
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Learners show each other their 
photographs and name tags.

3. Learners are asked to know the
names of their parents/guardians
for the following lessons.

Wednesday

Topic: Parents’ names

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state their parents’/guardians’ 

names
b) recite a rhyme on ‘Do you know my

name?’

Skills to be developed
 • Listening/observing
 • Speaking/signing
 • Reading

Learning activities
1. Teacher demonstrates saying/

signing his/her parents’/guardians’ 
names.

2. Learners state their parents’/
guardians’ names.

3. Teacher recites a rhyme on ‘Do you
know my name?’
Lead:  Do you know my name?
Others: No.
Lead: My name is _ _ _ _.
Others: Your name is _ _ _ _.
Lead: Do you know where I live?
Others: No.
Lead: I live in _ _ _ _.
Others: You live in _ _ _ _ .
Lead: Do you know who I live 

with?
Others: No.
Lead: I live with _ _ _ _.
Others: You live with _  _ _.

Learners also recite the rhyme as a 
class after the teacher.

4. Teacher asks/signs learners 
questions on:
(i) What is your name?
(ii) Where do you live?
(iii) Whom do you live with?

Thursday

Topic: Colouring

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) choose a picture to colour
b) colour the picture chosen 

appropriately using crayons

Skills to be developed
 • Listening/observing
 • Reading
 • Writing/brailling
 • Choosing
 • Colouring

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners to study

two homes on page 2 in the learners’
workbook. Learners talk about their
homes. They describe where they
live.

2. Learners select one picture and
colour it.

3. Teacher moves around observing and
assisting learners where necessary.

4. Learners show each other their work.

Friday

Topic: Picture reading

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) read/sign a picture on where

children live
b) describe/sign the picture
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Skills to be developed
 • Listening/observing
 • Reading/signing
 • Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners 

questions on where they live, whom 
they live with. Learners respond to 
the questions asked by the teacher.

2. Learners read/sign pictures on
where children in the learner’s

reading book on page 2 live.
3. Learners describe the pictures in

groups indicating where children
live and whom they live with.
Teacher moves around listening
and assisting learners where
necessary.

4. Teacher asks/signs learners 
questions on:
(i) where they live
(ii) whom they live with
(iii) their parents’/guardians’ names

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to 

state/sign 

their home 

addresses?

Are learners 

able to 

match their 

photographs 

with name 

tags?

Are learners 

able to say/

sign their 

parents’/

guardians’ 

names?

Are learners 

able to colour 

pictures 

appropriately?

Are learners 

able to 

describe 

pictures?

Martha

Michael

Miriam
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3 Family membersCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• identify different family members
• name the different family members
• recite a rhyme on family members
• dramatize different family members’ roles

• read a picture with different family
members

• circle members found in their families on
the picture

Source of matter
ECD A 7.1; 8.1; 8.2; 8.3

Suggested resources
Monday:  a chart on family members  

which includes mother,  
father, siblings, grandparents,  
pictures of family members  
on the cards

Friday:  a chart on family members  
which includes mother,  
father, grandparents, crayons

Monday

Topic: Family members

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify different members of the

family
b) name different members of the family

Skills to be developed
 • Listening/observing
 • Speaking/signing
 • Reading/signing
 • Identifying
 • Naming

Learning activities
1. Learners name/sign members of

their families.
2. Teacher displays a chart on family

members and asks/signs learners to 
identify different family members.

3. Learners name/sign the members of
the family on the chart.

4. Learners match pictures of family
members on the cards with pictures
of family members on the big chart.

Tuesday

Topic:  A rhyme on family 
members

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the members who make up

their own families
b) recite a rhyme on families

Skills to be developed
 • Listening
 • Speaking
 • Naming
 • Reciting
 • Matching

Learning activities
1. Learners name the members of their

family.
2. Teacher introduces the rhyme on

families.
With mother in the family,
It’s a happy, happy home.
Happy, happy home.
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With _ _ _ _ in the family,
And with me,
It’s a happy, happy family.

3. Learners recite the rhyme together
with the teacher.

4. In groups, learners recite the rhyme
with actions and teacher moves
around assisting learners who need
help.

Wednesday

Topic:  Picture reading on 
family members

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) read a picture on different family

members
b) discuss the different family members

in the picture

Skills to be developed
 • Reading
 • Speaking/signing
 • Discussing
 • Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Learners recite/sign a rhyme on

families.
2. Learners read/sign a picture on

different family members in the
learners’ reading book on page 3.

3. Learners discuss in groups the
different family members shown in
the picture. Teacher moves around
listening to the discussions and
assisting learners who need help.

4. Learners answer questions about
the picture. For example: Who is in
the picture? What is father doing in
the picture?

Thursday

Topic:  Dramatization on 
family members’ 
roles

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the roles of family members
b) imitate family members’ roles

Skills to be developed
 • Listening/observing
 • Speaking/signing
 • Naming/signing
 • Imitating

Learning activities
1. Learners repeat a rhyme on families.
2. Learners name the different activities

done by different family members.
3. A few learners imitate the roles

done by some family members. For
example, Mother cooks food at home.

4. In groups, learners imitate the
different roles of different family
members. Teacher moves around
observing and giving assistance to
learners where necessary.

5. Learners recite the rhyme on families.

Friday

Topic:  Circling members 
of their family

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify members of the family on a

chart
b) circle members of their family in the

picture using crayons
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Skills to be developed
 • Writing/brailing
 • Reading/signing
 • Identifying
 • Naming

Learners activities
1. Learners identify family members on

a chart.

2. Learners name the members of their
family on the chart.

3. Learners study picture of family
members in their workbook on page 3.

4. Learners put a circle around
members that are found in their
families in the learners’ work book
on page 3 using crayons.

5. Learners show each other their work.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners able 

to identify family 

members?

Are learners 

able to 

recite a 

rhyme 

of family 

members?

Are learners 

able to 

dramatize 

different 

roles by 

family 

members?

Are learners 

able to read 

a picture 

on different 

family 

members?

Are learners 

able to circle 

members 

found in their 

family?

Ruth

Laiza

Benjamin
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4 My schoolCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• name their school
• identify different objects found around the

school
• name the objects found around the school

• read pictures on different objects
• recite a rhyme on ‘My school’
• match similar objects by drawing lines
• develop left to right orientation

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 7.1; 8.1; 8.2; 8.3

Suggested resources
Tuesday: stones, leaves, bottle-tops,  

grass, sticks
Friday:  crayons

Monday

Topic: My school

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name their school
b) meet other teachers in the infant

school

Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Speaking/signing
• Naming
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. Teacher states the name of the

school while learners are listening.
2. Learners say the name of the school.
3. Learners are taken around the

school meeting and being introduced
to other teachers.

4. Learners recall and name the
teachers whom they have met.

Tuesday

Topic:  Objects around 
the school

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify different objects found

around the school
b) name the different objects found

around the school

Skills to be developed
• Identifying/observing
• Speaking/signing
• Naming/signing
• Listening/observing
• Collecting

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners to

name objects found in the
classroom.

2. Teacher and learners go outside
to identify more objects found
around the school. Learners collect
some of the objects such as stones,
sticks, leaves, grass, bottle-tops
and display them on the teacher’s
table.

3. Learners name the objects displayed
on the teacher’s table.
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Wednesday

Topic:  Picture reading on 
different objects 
found in the school

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) read a picture on different objects

found in the school.
b) name objects found in the picture
c) classify objects according to whether

they are found in the classroom or
outside

Skills to be developed
 • Reading/signing
 • Naming
 • Classifying
 • Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners name objects found in the

classroom and around the school.
2. Learners identify the different

objects found inside and outside the
classroom in the learners’ reading
book on page 4.

3. Learners in their groups classify
the different objects according
to whether they are found in the
classroom or outside. Teacher moves
around observing learners doing the
activity and gives assistance where
necessary.

Thursday

Topic:  A rhyme on my 
school

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state objects found in the school
b) recite a rhyme on my school

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing
• Reciting
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. Learners state the objects found in

the school.
2. Teacher introduces learners to a

new rhyme ‘My school.’
Hey, little fluffy lamb x 2
Come with me to school,
Come and see our chairs.
Come and see our flowers,
Come and see our _ _ _ _,
That’s my school.

3. Learners recite the rhyme together
with the teacher.

4. In groups, learners recite the rhyme
and the teacher listens to how the
learners recite the rhyme and gives
assistance to the needy learners.

Friday

Topic: Matching objects

Objectives

During the lesson, learners will:
a) match similar objects
b) draw lines from left to right joining

similar objects using crayons

Skills to be developed
• Writing/brailling
• Matching
• Drawing

Learning activities
1. Teacher demonstrates matching

of similar objects by drawing a
line from left to right on the board,
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joining object from left to similar 
object on the right.

2. Teacher asks/signs a few learners
to practice matching similar objects
found on the board.

3. Learners match similar objects in

their workbook on page 4 by joining 
them with a line from left to right 
using crayons.

4. Learners show each other their
work.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are 

learners 

able to 

name their 

school?

Are learners 

able to 

name their 

teachers 

in Infant 

school?

Are learners 

able to 

identify 

objects 

found in the 

classroom 

and around 

the school?

Are 

learners 

able to read 

pictures on 

different 

objects?

Are 

learners 

able to 

recite a 

rhyme 

on ‘My 

School’?

Are learners 

able to 

match 

similar 

objects by 

drawing 

lines from 

left to right?

Andrew

Esther

Able
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5 GreetingsCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• develop an awareness of different times of

the day
• make appropriate greetings according to

different times of the day
• state activities done at different times of the day

• engage in a dialogue on greetings
• read pictures on different times of the day
• be aware of the different positions of the

sun during the day
• recite a rhyme on greetings

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.2

Suggested resources
Monday: a chart showing different  

times of the day
Wednesday: chart showing different  

times of the day

Monday

Topic: Greetings

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify different times of the day
b) greet appropriately in the morning
c) hold a dialogue on greetings

Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Speaking/signing
• Identifying
• Naming
• Dialoguing

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners on

what they do when they meet adults
when they get out of bed before they
come to school. Learners give their
own experiences.

2. Teacher shows learners a chart

showing different times of the day. 
Learners state the different times of 
the day as shown on the chart.

3. Teacher demonstrates appropriate
greetings in the morning with pre-
coached learners.
Teacher:  Good morning Zanele.
Zanele:  Good morning teacher.
Teacher: How are you?
Zanele: I am fine.

4. Teacher greets class.
Teacher: Good morning boys and 

girls.
Class: Good morning teacher 

____ (Name of teacher).
Teacher: How are you?
Class: I am fine.

5. Learners practise greeting each other
in pairs. Teacher moves around
assisting learners who need help.

6. Teacher asks/signs one pair to
demonstrate greeting each other in
the morning.

Tuesday

Topic: Rhyme on greetings

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) recite a rhyme on greetings
b) make appropriate morning  

greetings
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Skills to be developed
 • Speaking/signing
 • Listening/observing
 • Reciting/signing
 • Recalling

Learning activities
1. Teacher greets learners who answer

in the appropriate manner according 
to how they were taught in the 
previous lesson.

2. Teacher introduces learners to the
rhyme on greetings:
Hallo, hallo, good morning friend.
And how are you today?
I am fine.

3. Learners practise the rhyme as they
recite it together with the teacher.

4. Learners recite the rhyme in groups
with miming actions.

5. Teacher and learners recite the
rhyme together.

Wednesday

Topic: Afternoon greetings

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) make appropriate afternoon 

greetings
b) dialogue appropriate afternoon 

greetings

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing
• Dialoguing
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. Learners repeat greeting each other

using morning greetings.
2. Teacher shows learners a chart on

different times of the day focusing 
on the afternoon.

3. Learners are introduced to the
appropriate afternoon greeting
through demonstration by teacher
and a few pre-coached learners.
Teacher:  Good afternoon John.
John:  Good afternoon teacher.
Teacher: How are you?
John: I am fine.

4. Learners practise the afternoon
greetings in pairs. Teacher moves
around listening and giving
assistance to those learners who
need it.

5. Teacher greets the whole class and
they answer as practised.

Thursday

Topic:  Picture reading 
on morning and 
afternoon activities

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify different activities and

appropriate greetings done at
different times of the day

b) locate different positions of the sun
for morning and afternoon

c) describe the appropriate greetings
for different times of the day

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing
• Reading
• Describing
• Locating
• Identifying

Learning activities
1. Learners identify different activities
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done at different times of the day in 
the picture in the learners’ book on 
page 5.

2. Learners locate the different 
positions of the sun for morning and 
afternoon.

3. Learners describe the pictures in
terms of the activities and greetings
that should be said in the picture.

4. Learners dialogue appropriate greeting
for times shown in the picture.

Friday

Topic:  Pasting pictures of 
the sun

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify the missing position of the

sun.
b) paste the picture of the sun on the

appropriate position

Skills to be developed
• Reading/signing
• Listening/observing
• Pasting
• Identifying
• Speaking/signing
• Locating

Learning activities
1. Learners repeat the greeting rhyme

as a class.
2. In their workbooks on page 5,

learners locate the position of the
missing sun. Learners paste the
picture of the sun on the appropriate
position guided by the activity.

3. Teacher moves around observing how
learners are carrying out the activity
and giving necessary assistance.

3. Learners show each other their work.

Assessment
Name 

of child

Are 

learners 

able to 

state 

different 

times of 

the day?

Are learners 

making 

appropriate 

greetings 

according to 

different times 

of the day?

Are learners 

appropriately 

engaging in 

dialoguing the 

greetings for 

different times 

of the day?

Are learners 

able to locate 

different 

positions of 

the sun for 

different times 

of the day?

Are learners able 

to recite a rhyme 

on greetings?

Ken

Ruby

Ngoni
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6 Sounds in the environmentCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:

 • listen to different sounds made by different
objects in the environment

 • match different sounds made by different
objects with their sources

 • imitate the different sounds

 • draw a guitar
 • read pictures on different objects that
produce different sounds

 • discriminate two or three different sounds
produced at the same time

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 7,1; 8.2; 

Suggested resources
Monday: different sound producing  

objects, for example, drum, tin,  
guitar.

Thursday: crayons
Friday:  audio sound producing  

object; radio/recorder, cell  
phone

Monday

Topic:  Sounds in the 
classroom

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) listen to different sounds produced

by different objects in the classroom
b) state the sources of the sounds
c) imitate the sounds
d) identify the teachers voice

Skills to be developed
 • Listening/observing
 • Naming
 • Speaking/signing
 • Identifying
 • Imitating

Learning activities
1. Teacher collects different objects

that produce sound like guitar,

drum, tin, bottle, and display them 
on the table.

2. Learners name the objects on the
table.

3. Learners are asked to close their
eyes and listen attentively. Teacher
and one child exchange greetings
and learners identify the teacher’s
voice.

4. With eyes closed, learners listen to
the different objects being played
by the teacher and they identify the
sounds.

5. Learners discriminate two or three
different sounds produced at the
same time, for example, a rattle and
a drum.

6. Learners name sources of different
sounds produced.

7. Learners imitate sounds produced.

Tuesday

Topic:  Sounds from outside 
the classroom 
environment

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) listen to different sounds outside the

classroom
b) list the sources of the sounds
c) imitate the sounds
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Skills to be developed
 • Listening/observing
 • Imitating
 • Speaking/signing
 • Listing

Learning activities
1. Teacher takes learners outside for a

walk to listen to different sounds in
the environment.

2. Learners identify the different
sources of sounds.

3. Back into the classroom, learners
list the sources of different sounds
heard outside the classroom.

4. Learners imitate the different sounds
they heard.

Wednesday

Topic:  Picture reading on 
sound producing 
objects

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name different objects in the picture
b) imitate the sounds produced by

different objects

Skills to be developed
 • Reading/signing
 • Speaking/signing
 • Naming
 • Imitating

Learning activities
1. Learners name objects that produce

sounds.
2. Learners identify pictures of different

objects that produce sounds in the
learners’ reading book on page 6.

3. Learners name objects shown in
the pictures (drum, dog, cow and a
bird).

4. Learners choose objects from the
pictures and imitate their sounds.

Thursday

Topic:  Drawing of a sound 
producing instrument

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name objects that produce sound
b) draw a sound producing object of

own choice using crayons

Skills to be developed
 • Naming/signing
 • Speaking/signing
 • Listening/observing
 • Drawing/brailling
 • Recalling

Learning activities
1. Learners name objects that produce

sounds.
2. Learners imitate sounds produced

by different objects.
3. Learners draw a sound producing

object of their own choice in the
learners’ workbook on page 6 using
crayons. Teacher moves around
observing learners carrying out the
activity.

4. Learners show each other their work.

Friday

Topic:  Listening to audio 
sounds

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name sound producing objects
b) identify objects that produce audio

sounds
c) imitate different sounds of objects
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Skills to be developed
 • Naming/signing
 • Listening
 • Imitating
 • Identifying
 • Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners name objects that produce

sounds like drum, tin, bottle.

2. Teacher plays the audio recorder/
cell phone to produce tape-recorded
sounds of different objects while
learners are listening.

3. Learners identify objects that
produced the sounds.

4. Learners imitate sounds produced
by different objects as per tape-
recorded cell phone.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to 

identify 

teacher’s 

voice?

Are 

learners 

able to 

match 

sound 

with the 

source?

Are 

learners 

able to 

imitate 

different 

sounds?

Are learners 

able to 

draw sound 

producing 

objects?

Are learners able 

to read pictures on 

different objects that 

produce sounds?

Aisha

Godfrey

Ellen
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7 Likes and dislikesCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• state what they like and dislike
• read pictures on different feelings and

attitude

• complete a picture of an object that they like
• sing a song on feelings
• express different  feelings and attitudes

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.2

Suggested resources
Monday: charts on different foods,  

activities and events.
Tuesday:  charts on different foods,  

activities and events.
Wednesday: different types of food, for  

example, lemon, maheu,  
masau, tea with salt

Friday: crayons

Monday

Topic: What I like

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify pictures of food, events and

activities on the charts displayed on
the board

b) state the foods, events and activities
they like

Skills to be developed
 • Identifying
 • Observing
 • Stating
 • Naming
 • Speaking/signing
 • Listening

Learning activities
1. Teacher displays charts on food,

events and different activities on the
board for learners to observe.

2. Learners identify pictures of food,
events and activities from the charts.

3. They name the different pictures of
food, events and activities shown on
the charts.

4. Teacher demonstrates what he/she
likes from the pictures on the charts.
For example:

I like bananas.
I like chicken.
I like birthday parties.

5. Learners state what they like from
the pictures on the charts.

6. In pairs, learners state what they
like.

Tuesday

Topic: What I dislike

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the pictures of food, events

and activities which they dislike on
the charts

b) state the food, events and activities
they dislike
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Skills to be developed
 • Speaking/signing
 • Naming/signing
 • Stating/signing
 • Observing
 • Listening

Learning activities
1. Teacher displays charts on food,

events and activities on the board for
learners to observe.

2. Learners name the pictures of food,
events and activities on the charts.

3. Teacher demonstrates what he/she
dislikes.
For example:

I dislike lemons.
I dislike sugar.
I dislike large gatherings.

4. Learners state what they dislike
from the pictures on the charts.

5. In pairs, learners express what they
dislike.

Wednesday

Topic:  Feelings and 
attitudes

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) express their different feelings and

attitudes
b) describe the different feelings and

attitudes shown in the pictures
c) sing a song on feelings

Skills to be developed
 • Expressing
 • Describing
 • Speaking/signing
 • Singing

Learning activities
1. Four selected learners are given

different types of food to taste such
as lemon, tea with salt, masau/
mthunduluka, maheu/mahewu and
express themselves on how they feel
about the food.

2. Learners describe the feelings
displayed by the four selected learners.

3. Teacher introduces a song on
feelings and attitudes called ‘If you
are happy and you know it’.

If you’re happy and you know 
it,

Clap your hands x 2
If you’re happy and you know 

it, 
And you really want to show it,
If you are happy and you know 

it,
Clap your hands.
If you are happy and you know 

it,
Nod your head _ _ _ _.
If you are happy and you know 

it,
Shout “hurray!”

4. Learners sing the song with the help
of the teacher.

5. Learners practise the song in groups.

Thursday

Topic:  Picture reading on 
feelings and attitudes

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify different feelings and

attitudes expressed in the pictures
b) describe the feelings expressed in

the pictures
c) differentiate the feelings expressed

in the pictures
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Skills to be developed
 • Identifying
 • Describing
 • Differentiating
 • Speaking/signing
 • Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Learners state what they like and

dislike.
2. Learners identify sad, happy, angry,

surprised, tearful feelings and
attitudes displayed in the picture in
the learners’ book on page 7.

3. Learners describe the feelings
displayed in the pictures.

4. Learners imitate feelings displayed
in the pictures.

5. Learners differentiate the feelings
displayed in the pictures.

Friday

Topic:  Completing a picture 
of what they like

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) express their feelings about things

they like and dislike

b) identify a fruit that they like in the
picture

c) complete a picture of the object that
they like using crayons

Skills to be developed
 • Expressing
 • Identifying
 • Writing/brailling
 • Completing

Learning activities
1. Learners express their feelings about

things they like or dislike.
2. Learners identify a fruit that they

like in the picture in the learners’
workbook on page 7. They complete
the chosen picture of a fruit using
crayons.

3. Teacher moves around observing
and assisting learners in carrying
out their task.

4. Learners show each other their
work.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to state 

their likes and 

dislikes?

Are learners 

able to read 

pictures on 

different feelings 

and attitudes?

Are 

learners 

able to sing 

a song on 

feelings?

Are learners 

able to 

express 

different 

feelings?

Are learners able 

to complete a 

picture of what 

they like?

Dorcas

Tavonga

Betty
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8 My friendCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• state names of their friends
• identify their friends by their voices
• state whether their friends are boys or girls
• describe their friends

• read a picture story about friends
• colour the picture of a friend
• mould their friend

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 15; 8,1; 8.2

Suggested resources
Thursday: crayons
Friday: clay/plasticine/play dough

Monday

Topic: My friend

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state names of their friends
b) describe their friends

Skills to be developed
 • Speaking/signing
 • Listening/signing
 • Stating
 • Describing

Learning activities
1. Teacher states his/her friend’s

name. For example: My friend’s
name is Spiwe Moyo.

2. Learners state the names of their
friends as a class.

3. Learners describe their friends. For
example: My friend is tall; short;
thin; fat; big; small.

Tuesday

Topic: Boy or Girl

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state/sign friend’s names
b) state/sign whether the friend is a

boy or a girl

Skills to be developed
 • Speaking/signing
 • Listening/observing
 • Stating

Learning activities
1. Learners state their friend’s names.
2. Learners state whether their friend

is a boy or girl.
For example:
My friend is a boy.
My friend is a girl.

3. Learners state whether they like
their friend or not.
For example:
I like my friend.
I dislike my friend.
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Wednesday

Topic:  Picture story about 
a good friend

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) express whether they like their friend

or not
b) read a picture story on a good friend
c) describe pictures about a good friend

Skills to be developed
 • Expressing
 • Reading/signing
 • Describing
 • Speaking/signing
 • Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Learners express whether they like

their friend or not.
2. Learners read a picture story in the

learners’ reading book on page 8.
The picture story is on two friends
playing soccer and the ball hits and
breaks a window and the friends
apologize to an adult woman.

3. Learners describe what is happening
in the pictures.

4. Teacher and learners draw a moral
lesson from the two pictures read,
for example, ‘When I make a mistake
I ask for forgiveness.’

Thursday

Topic:  Drawing a picture of 
a friend

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) colour a picture of a friend using

crayons
b) state their friend’s names

Skills to be developed
 • Colouring
 • Writing/brailling
 • Stating
 • Expressing
 • Showing

Learning activities
1. Learners state names of their friends.
2. Learners say whether their friend is

a boy or a girl.
3. Learners express whether they like

their friend or not.
4. Learners explain what they like or

dislike about their friend.
5. Learners colour a picture of a friend

(boy or girl) in the learners’ workbook
on page 8 using crayons. Teacher
moves around assisting learners.

6. Learners show each other their
work.

Friday

Topic:  Moulding an image 
of a friend

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) describe their friend
b) mould an image of their friend

Skills to be developed
 • Describing
 • Speaking/signing
 • Moulding
 • Listening/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners describe their friends.
2. Teacher demonstrates moulding

an image of a friend using play
dough/plasticine/clay while leaners
observe.
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3. Teacher shares plasticine/play 
dough/clay among learners. 
Learners practise moulding a friend.

4. Teacher moves around giving

assistance to learners.
5. Learners show each other their

work. Learners display their work to
dry.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are 

learners 

able 

to say 

names 

of their 

friends?

Are 

learners 

able to 

state 

whether 

their 

friend is 

a boy or 

girl?

Are 

learners 

able to 

state 

whether 

they like 

their 

friend or 

not?

Are 

learners 

able to 

describe 

their 

friend?

Are 

learners 

able to 

draw a 

lesson 

from a 

picture 

story 

about 

their 

friend?

Are 

learners 

able to 

colour a 

picture of a 

friend?

Are 

learners 

able to 

mould a 

friend?

Tatenda

Karen

Isaac
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9 Animals at homeCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• name domestic animals shown on a chart
• identify sounds of domestic animals
• imitate sounds of domestic animals
• sing a song on domestic animals
• colour pictures of domestic animals

• identify domestic animals
• build animals using puzzle pieces
• match pictures of domestic animals to

domestic animals on the chart

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.1

Suggested resources
Monday: chart showing domestic  

animals, pictures of animals  
or live animals

Thursday: templates of different  
domestic animals, crayons

Friday:  animal puzzle pieces

Monday

Topic: Domestic animals

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify domestic animals on a chart
b) state names of domestic animals on

a chart

Skills to be developed
• Identifying
• Speaking/signing
• Observing
• Stating
• Listening
• Naming
• Matching

Learning activities
1. Teacher displays a chart on domestic

animals on the board.

2. Learners identify domestic animals
on the chart.

3. Learners give names of domestic
animals on the chart.

4. Learners match pictures of domestic
animals to domestic animals on a
chart, or to domestic animals seen
around if school is in rural areas.

Tuesday

Topic:  Sounds of domestic 
animals

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify different domestic animals

in the picture
b) imitate sounds made by domestic

animals

Skills to be developed
• Identifying
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing
• Imitating
• Reading
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. Learners state names of domestic

animals.
2. Learners identify domestic animals
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on the picture in the learners’ 
reading book on page 9 (cow, goat, 
pig, dog).

3. Learners imitate sounds made by
domestic animals shown in the picture.

Wednesday

Topic:  A song on domestic 
animals

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) imitate sounds made by domestic

animals
b) sing a song on domestic animals

Skills to be developed
• Imitating
• Singing
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Teacher plays an audio tape on

sounds made by animals.
2. Learners imitate sounds made by

domestic animals.
3. Teacher introduces a song ‘Old

Macdonald had a farm’;
Old MacDonald had a farm
Here here ooh.
And on his farm he had a cow
Here here ooh.
With a moo moo here
And a moo moo there
Here a moo
There a moo
Everywhere a moo moo
Old MacDonald had a farm
Here here ooh.

4. Learners sing the song together with
the teacher and substitute cow with

other domestic animals and the 
sounds they produce. 
For example: 
lamb – baa baa 
pig – oink oink
chickens – cluck cluck

Thursday

Topic:  Tracing around 
a picture of a 
domestic animal

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) sing a song, ‘Old MacDonald had a

farm’
b) trace around a picture of a domestic

animal using crayons

Skills to be developed
• Singing
• Tracing
• Writing/brailling
• Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Teacher and learners sing the song,

‘Old MacDonald had a farm’.
2. Learners practise singing the song,

‘Old MacDonald had a farm’ in
groups and teacher moves around
assisting learners.

3. Teacher demonstrates tracing
around a template of a cow on a
paper stuck on the board.

4. On page 9 of their workbook,
learners trace around a template of
any domestic animal of their choice
using crayons. Teacher moves
around giving learners assistance.

5. Learners show their work to each
other.
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Friday

Topic:  Animal puzzle 
pieces

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) build animals with animal puzzle

pieces (two puzzle pieces)
b) name the animals built
c) imitate sounds of animals built

Skills to be developed
 • Building

• Naming
• Imitating
• Stating

• Listening/observing
• Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Teacher demonstrates building a

cow using two puzzle pieces while 
learners observe.

2. Teacher distributes two animal
puzzle pieces among learners.

3. Learners build different domestic
animals using the two puzzle pieces
distributed by the teacher.

4. Learners name the animals they
have built.

5. Learners imitate sounds of animals
they have built.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are 

learners 

able to 

identify 

domestic 

animals on 

a chart on 

the farm

Are 

learners 

able to 

read about 

domestic 

animals 

in the 

picture?

Are learners 

able to 

sing ‘Old 

MacDonald 

had a farm 

song? 

Are 

learners 

able to 

build 

animals 

using two 

puzzle 

pieces?

Are learners 

able to 

identify 

sounds made 

by domestic 

animals from 

an audio 

tape?

Are learners 

able to 

imitate 

sounds made 

by domestic 

animals?

Ann

Mufaro

Tracy

ECD A English TG.indb   27 8/2/2017   3:09 PM



28 
Musical instruments  10 

10 Musical instrumentsCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• identify different musical instruments
• name different musical instruments
• play musical instruments
• read pictures of different people playing

musical instruments

• paste pictures of different musical
instruments

• discriminate sounds produced by different
musical instruments

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.1

Suggested resources
Monday: musical instruments such  

as mbira, hosho, marimba,  
drum, keyboards, tambourine

Tuesday: musical instruments such  
as mbira, hosho, drum,  
keyboards, tambourine

Thursday: pictures of musical  
instruments, glue

Friday: videos

Monday

Topic: Musical instruments

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify different musical instruments

displayed
b) name different musical instruments

Skills to be developed
• Identifying
• Naming
• Speaking/signing
• Observing

Learning activities
1. Teacher collects and displays

different musical instruments and

other objects that produce sound like 
drum, tambourine, guitar, marimba, 
mbira, keyboards.

2. Learners identify the different
musical instruments displayed.

3. Learners name the different musical
instruments.

4. Learners can play the musical
instruments.

Tuesday

Topic:  Playing musical 
instruments

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state names of musical instruments
b) play musical instruments

Skills to be developed
• Naming
• Playing
• Demonstrating
• Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Learners name the musical 

instruments.
2. Teacher demonstrates how to play

the different musical instruments
while learners are observing.

3. In groups, learners practise playing
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musical instruments while the 
teacher moves around giving them 
assistance.

4. Learners are asked/signed to bring
different musical instruments for
use in the following lessons.

Wednesday

Topic:  Picture reading - 
musical instruments

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify musical instruments
b) imitate playing musical instruments

Skills to be developed
• Identifying
• Speaking/signing
• Reading/signing
• Describing

Learning activities
1. Learners name the musical 

instruments they know.
2. Learners describe different musical

instruments shown in the pictures
in the learners’ reading book on
page 10.

3. Learners imitate playing those
musical instruments.

Thursday

Topic: Pasting of musical 
instruments

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify musical instruments in the

pictures
b) paste pictures of musical instruments

Skills to be developed
• Identifying
• Pasting
• Displaying

Learning activities
1. Learners identify musical 

instruments in the pictures.
2. Teacher demonstrates pasting a

picture of a musical instrument on a
chart on the board.

3. Learners paste different pictures
of musical instruments into their
learners’ workbook on page 10 while
teacher moves around assisting them.

4. Learners show each other their
work.

Friday

Topic: Watching videos of 
musical instruments

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) watch videos on musical instruments
b) identify different musical 

instruments from the videos
c) imitate different sounds produced

by different musical instruments

Skills to be developed
• Watching
• Identifying
• Imitating
• Naming
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. Teacher shows learners a video on

different musical instruments.
2. Learners identify different 

instruments from the video.
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3. Learners name the instruments
watched from the video.

4. Learners imitate sounds produced

by different musical instruments 
watched from the video.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are the learners 

able to identify 

musical 

instruments?

Are learners able to 

name different musical 

instruments?

Are learners 

able to play 

different musical 

instruments?

Are learners able 

to identify musical 

instruments from 

the watched video?

Megan
Lacey
Mark
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11 Keeping safeCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• identify common types of accidents
• state causes of some common accidents
• retell a story about an accident
• sing a song on accidents
• state how different accidents may be prevented

• be aware of the situations that may lead to
accidents

• identify things that should be avoided in
order to keep safe

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 1.5

Suggested resources
Monday: pictures depicting different  

types of accidents

Monday

Topic: Accidents

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify causes of some common

accidents
b) state things they should not do

Skills to be developed
• Identifying
• Stating
• Discussing
• Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Teacher displays a chart showing

some common accidents, for
example, a child falling from climbing
high surfaces, a fire burning down a
house.

2. Teacher and learners discuss
possible causes of common
accidents, for example, playing with
matches, lighting a candle, climbing

up high surfaces, playing with 
electric cables.

3. Teacher and learners identify things
they should not do such as playing
with fire, climbing up high surfaces,
playing with open/naked electrical
cables.

Tuesday

Topic:  Story-telling on 
accidents

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) listen to a story from the teacher on

accidents
b) retell the story
c) draw a moral lesson from the story

Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Speaking/signing
• Inferring
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. Teacher tells/signs learners an

accident story using questions and
facial expressions while learners
listen. The story involves a child
burning down a fowl-run with a
match stick.
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2. Learners retell the story using
questions.

3. Teacher and learners discuss the
bad things done by the child in the
story that led to the accident, such
as not listening to instructions from
adults, playing with a match stick.

4. Learners can suggest ways of
avoiding fire burning down things,
for example, listening to what adults
tell us not to do, like not to play with
match sticks.

Wednesday

Topic: Common accidents

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify common accidents that can

befall them
b) name the common accidents that

can befall them
c) state how different accidents may be

prevented

Skills to be developed
• Identifying
• Stating
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing
• Naming

Learning activities
1. Learners retell the story that involved

a child who burnt down a fowl run
using a match stick.

2. Learners state the moral lesson
learnt from the story of the boy who
burnt down the fowl run.

3. Learners identify some common
accidents that can befall them.

4. Learners state how accidents may
be prevented from befalling them.

Thursday

Topic:  Picture reading on 
sick people

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) read pictures on sick people
b) state things that make people fall

sick
c) describe what is happening in the

picture

Skills to be developed
• Reading/signing
• Speaking/signing
• Describing
• Stating
• Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Learners state ways of preventing

accidents, for example, avoiding
climbing high surfaces, avoiding
playing on wet floors.

2. Learners read pictures on keeping
safe found in the learners’ reading
book on page 11. They read a picture
of a child who buys a fruit from a
vendor and eats it without washing
the fruit first and then falls sick,
and a picture of a child who buys
a fruit from a vendor and washes it
before eating and does not fall sick.
The child is seen playing happily.

3. Learners describe what is 
happening in the picture with the 
teacher’s help.

4. Learners state things that make
people fall sick, for example,
unwashed fruits, rotten food,
dirty food, eating without washing
hands.
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Friday

Topic:  What should be 
avoided to keep safe

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state things that make people fall sick
b) circle pictures showing things that

should be avoided in order to keep
safe

Skills to be developed
• Speaking
• Observing/listening
• Stating
• Circling

Learning activities
1. Learners state things that  

make people fall sick such as 
playing with sharp objects, taking 
medicine without permission, eating 

unwashed fruits, playing with dirty 
water.

2. Teacher and learners describe
pictures on page 11 in the learners’
book that show things that should
be avoided and things that are
acceptable, for example, a child
eating a fruit straight from a vendor
without washing it and a child eating
a fruit after washing it.

3. In the learners’ workbook on page 11,
learners select and circle a picture
showing what should be avoided in
order to keep safe. Teacher should
see to it that learners select the
picture of a child playing with a knife
and circle it.

4. Teacher moves around giving
assistance to some learners.

5. Learners show each other their
work.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to 

identify some 

common 

accidents?

Are learners 

able to state 

how they 

should avoid 

accidents?

Are learners 

able to retell a 

story?

Are learners able 

to read a story 

and describe what 

is happening?

Are learners 

able to circle 

pictures of 

things that 

should be 

avoided?

Tinashe

Girlie

Nathan
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12 Diseases and their preventionCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• identify common diseases
• read a picture story showing sources of

diseases
• state how diseases can be prevented

• identify the odd picture on health habits
• sing a song on diseases
• role play a clinic scene

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 1.5

Suggested resources
Monday:  chart depicting a clinic scene
Thursday: pictures showing sick  

people, videos showing sick  
people, audio tape on sick  
people

Friday:  chart showing pictures of  
good health habits

Monday

Topic: At the clinic

Objectives
During the lesson, learners:
a) discuss picture of a clinic scene
b) identify common illnesses

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Discussing
• Listening/observing
• Identifying

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners where

they should go if they fall sick.
Learners respond to the question
with answers, for example, clinic,
hospital, prophet, pastor and doctor.

2. Teacher displays a chart of the clinic
scene and learners observe.

3. Teacher and learners discuss/sign
activities that are taking place on the
chart, for example, patients getting
treated, talking to the nurse, getting
medicine, babies being injected.

4. Learners identify common illnesses
that affect people, for example
flue, stomach ache, coughing and
headache.

5. Teacher and learners discuss/sign
the importance of visiting the clinic
when sick.

Tuesday

Topic: Picture reading

Objectives
During the lesson, pupils will:
a) name/sign common diseases that

affect people
b) read picture stories on sources of

diseases

Skills to be developed
• Reading
• Listening
• Observing
• Recalling
• Naming

Learning activities
1. Learners name a few common

diseases that affect people.
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2. Learners read picture stories on
sources of diseases in the learners’
reading book on page 12. For
example a picture of a boy walking
under the hot sun, boy stopping to
drink water from a stream, boy with
stomach ache and boy at clinic.

3. Teacher and learners describe/sign
the activities shown on the pictures.

4. Teacher and learners discuss the
importance of maintaining good
health habits, for example, drinking
clean water, washing hands after
visiting the toilet and washing hands
before eating.

Wednesday

Topic: The clinic scene

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) sing a song on diseases
b) role play the clinic scene

Skills to be developed
• Singing/signing
• Role playing
• Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners state some good health

habits like brushing teeth, washing 
bodies regularly.

2. Teacher introduces/signs a song on
diseases to learners while learners
are listening.

Found a peanut x 3 
just now
Found a peanut x 3 
just now
Then I ate it x 3 
just now
Then I ate it x 3 
just now

Got a tummy ache x 3 
just now
Got a tummy ache x 3 
just now
Phone the doctor x 3 
just now
Phone the doctor x 3 
just now
Give me medicine x 3 
just now
Give me medicine x 3 
just now
Feeling better x 3 
just now
Feeling better x 3 
just now
Now I’m happy x 3 
just now
Now I’m happy x 3 
just now.

3. Teacher and learners sing/sign
the song with actions while a few
selected are role playing the clinic
scene.

Thursday

Topic:  Uses of media on 
diseases

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) discuss pictures on sick people
b) watch videos on sick people
c) listen to audio tapes of sick people
N.B Teachers should use what is
available at their schools.

Skills to be developed
• Discussing/signing
• Naming/signing
• Speaking/signing
• Observing/signing
• Recalling
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Learning activities
1. Teacher and learners sing a song

on diseases learnt in the previous
lesson.

2. Teacher displays pictures showing
sick people on the board for learners
to observe.

3. Learners describe the activities
shown on the pictures like, children
being immunized; people being
treated/hospitalized.

4. Teacher shows learners a video or
plays on audio tape on sick people
while learners are listening to the
audio tape or watching the video.

5. Learners describe what they have
seen on the video or talk about what
they have heard in the audio tape.

Friday

Topic: Odd one out

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) read pictures on good health habits
b) pick up an odd picture from given

pictures

Skills to be developed
• Reading
• Circling
• Recalling
• Identifying

Learning activities
1. Learners practise singing/signing a

song on diseases.
2. Learners read pictures on good

health habits on the chart displayed
on the board. The chart has pictures
showing a boy washing hands with
soap, using the toilet properly,
and drinking water from protected
sources.

3. Teacher demonstrates picking the
odd picture on health habits while
learners observe.

4. Learners circle the odd picture from
given pictures on health habits in
the learners’ workbook on page 12
which show:
a) a child sneezing into her hand
b) a child drinking water from a

river
c) a child blowing nose with a

handkerchief

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to identify 

some common 

diseases that 

make people 

sick?

Are learners 

able to read 

pictures 

showing 

sources of 

diseases?

Are learners 

able to state 

how diseases 

may be 

prevented?

Are learners 

able to role- 

play a clinic 

scene?

Are learners 

able to identify 

the odd picture 

from given 

pictures?

Jude

Leslie

Josephine
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13 ColoursCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners: 

 • identify and name primary colours
 • experiment with powdered paint and water
to find out the colours produced when the
two are mixed

 • create hand prints

 • draw colour patterns
 • develop their left to right orientation
 • organise different playing objects
according to their colours

 • differentiate objects by colour

Source of matter
ECD A Syllabus 7.1, 8.1, 8.2, 8,3

Suggested resources
Monday: chart with differently  

coloured shapes, blocks,  
beads

Tuesday:  a chart on colours
Wednesday: building blocks, threading  

beads, coloured shapes
Thursday: beginners’ pencils and  

crayons

Monday

Topic:  Objects with 
different colours

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify and name primary colours
b) state the colours of the different

objects

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/observing
 • Identifying
 • Naming/signing

Learning activities 
1. Teacher displays a chart with

differently coloured objects and
conrete objects like blocks and

beads are also placed on the  
table.

2. Learners name the different objects
on the table. The learners are
introduced to the primary colours
which are red, green, yellow and
blue.

3. Learners identify and name the
different colours (four of them) of the
objects on the table.

4. They then state the colours of the
different objects on their tables.

5. Learners recite the ‘colours’ rhyme.

Tuesday

Topic: Colours

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) mix powdered paint and water to

produce water paint
b) create finger paintings

Skills to be developed 
 • Mixing
 • Matching
 • Naming/signing

Learning activities 
1. Learners identify and name the

different colours from the chart on
the board.
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2. Learners mix colours from powdered
paint in their groups. The teacher
will be going around assisting those
who have challenges mixing the
paint. Learners identify and name
the colours that they produce from
mixing.

3. The learners do finger painting.
4. Learners show each other their work.

Wednesday

Topic:  Objects have 
different colours

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) play with differently coloured objects
b) organise different playing objects

according to colour

Skills to be developed 
 • Reading/signing
 • Playing
 • Naming/signing

Learning activities 
1. Learners recite the rhyme on colours.
2. Learners play with the differently

coloured objects and materials from
their play areas (building blocks,
threading beads, coloured shapes,
etc.)

3. They organise the different objects
that they are playing with according
to colour.

4. The learners repeat the rhyme on
colours.

Thursday

Picture reading

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) differentiate picture objects by

colour
b) identify objects which are similar in

colour

Skills to be developed 
 • Reading/signing
 • Identifying
 • Speaking/signing

Learning activities 
1. Learners identify the names of the

objects shown on the chart. They
go on to identify the colours of the
objects.

2. Learners read the pictures of
the differently coloured objects
and materials in their readers on
page 13.

3. In their groups, they differentiate the
picture objects by colour. They then
identify objects which are similar in
colour.

4. The teacher will be going around
assisting those who have challenges
in identifying the objects with a
similar colour.

5. Learners answer questions from the
teacher about the pictures.
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Friday

Colour patterns

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify the colour patterns
b) complete the given patterns in the

appropriate sequence

Skills to be developed
 • Identification
 • Naming/signing
 • Colouring

Learning activities 
1. The teacher shows the learners some

colour patterns on the board. They 
then observe the patterns to establish 
the pattern and a few demonstrate 
how to complete the patterns following 
the teacher’s example. 

2. Learners turn to their learners’
workbook on page 13 and draw four
big cirles and colour them using four
colours. The teacher will be going
around assisting those who have
challenges completing the patterns.

3. Learners display their work

Assessment

Yes No Sometimes 

Is the learner able to differentiate between 

objects by colour?

Is the learner able to identify and name 

primary colours?

Is the learner able to experiment with 

powdered paint and water to find out the 

colours produced when the two are mixed?

Is the learner able to create hand prints?

Is the learner able to draw colour patterns?

Is the learner able to draw from left to right?
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14 Matching different objectsCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• identify matching objects from the

environment
• name objects that are matching
• sort objects per colour type, size and shape

• match objects according to colour type and
shape

• read pictures of matching objects
• match objects by drawing lines

Sources of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.3

Suggested resources
Monday: different objects in the  

classroom, for example, red  
blocks, bottles, tins, beads

Friday:  crayons

Monday

Topic:  Matching different 
objects according 
to colour

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify different objects in the

classroom
b) name the objects
c) sing a song on colours
d) match objects according to colour

Skills to be developed
• Identifying
• Touching
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing
• Observing
• Pointing

Learning activities
1. Learners identify different objects

in the classroom by touching and
pointing at them, objects such as
red blocks, coloured beads, bottles
and tins.

2. Learners name/sign the different
objects in the classroom.

3. Teacher introduces learners to sing
on colours:
Colours, colours
Colours everywhere
Red is a colour
Blue is a colour
Green is a colour
Yellow is a colour
Colours, colours.

4. Teacher demonstrates matching
objects in the classroom by colour,
for example objects with green colour
on their own and with red colour
also on their own while learners are
observing.

5. Learners practise matching objects
in the classroom according to colour
in groups. Teacher moves around
assisting learners.

6. In conclusion, teacher selects two
or three leaners who demonstrate
matching objects according to colour
while others observe.
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Tuesday

Topic:  Matching objects 
according to shape

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) match objects according to shape
b) name the objects in the classroom

which have the same shape
c) sing a song on shapes

Skills to be developed
• Matching
• Naming
• Identifying
• Singing
• Speaking
• Observing
• Pointing
• Touching

Learning activities
1. Learners identify different objects

in the classroom by pointing and
touching.

2. Learners sing a song on shapes.
This is a square x 2
It looks like a box x 2
This is a circle x 2
It looks like a ball x 2
This is a triangle x 2
It looks like a kite x 2

3. Learners name the different objects
they have identified in the classroom
and state their colours, for example,
red blocks, brown chair, yellow
pencil, white paper and crayons.

4. Teacher demonstrates matching
objects found in the classroom
according to shape while learners
observe.

5. Learners practise matching objects
according to shape.

Wednesday

Topic:  Matching objects 
according to size

Objects
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify objects in the classroom
b) name objects in the classroom
c) match objects according to size

Skills to be developed
• Observing
• Identifying
• Pointing
• Touching
• Speaking
• Matching

Learning activities
1. Learners identify different objects

in the classroom by pointing and
touching.

2. Learners name the objects found in
the classroom for example bottles,
leaves, bricks and tins.

3. Teacher demonstrates or signs
matching objects according to size
while learners are listening for
example a tin to a big tin, a small
bottle to a big bottle.

4. Leaners practice matching objects
according to size as demonstrated
by the teacher

Thursday

Topic:  Picture reading-
Matching according 
to colour and size

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) sing songs on colours and shapes
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b) read pictures of objects matched
according to colour and shape

c) name the objects on the pictures

Skills to be developed
• Reading/signing
• Observing
• Naming
• Speaking
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. Learners practise singing songs

on colours and shapes learnt in
previous lessons.

2. Learners read pictures of objects
that are matching according to
colour and shape in the learners’
reading book on page 14.

3. Learners name the objects in the
pictures, their colours and shapes.

Friday

Topic:  Matching objects 
by drawing lines

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) sing songs on colours and shapes
b) draw lines to match the objects using

crayons

Skills to be developed
• Singing/signing
• Observing/listening
• Matching
• Drawing
• Left to right orientation

Learning activities
1. Learners practice singing songs

on colours and shapes learnt in
previous lessons.

2. Teacher demonstrates matching
two objects by drawing lines from
left to right on a chart.

3. Learners draw lines from left to
right to match the objects in the
learners’ workbook on page 14
using crayons.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to identify 

matching objects 

according to 

colour?

Are learners 

able to match 

objects 

according to 

size?

Are 

learners 

able to 

match 

objects 

according 

to shape?

Are learners 

able to read 

pictures of 

matching 

objects?

Are learners 

able to match 

objects by 

drawing lines?

Nyasha

Lineah

Jethro
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15 Our flagCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• identify the Zimbabwean flag
• appreciate the significance of the flag
• name the colours of the flag

• sing at least one stanza of the National Anthem
• colour the middle colour of the flag
• recite the national pledge

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 1.5

Suggested resources
Monday: National flag
Tuesday: crayons, mini flags

Monday

Topic: Our National Flag

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) observe the flag
b) name the colours of the flag

Skills to be developed
• Observing
• Naming
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Teacher and learners go on an

excursion outside the classroom and
stand before the flag.

2. Teacher draws learners’ attention
to the National flag focusing on the
colours of the flag.

3. Learners state the colours of the flag.
4. Learners identify other places where

they have seen the National flag, for
example, at the clinic, in the combi,
police station, in the television, in a
picture.

Tuesday

Topic: Picture reading

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) describe the picture on the

Zimbabwean flag
b) discuss the importance of the

National flag

Skills to be developed
• Reading/signing
• Describing
• Observing
• Discussing

Learning activities
1. Learners name the colours of the flag.
2. Learners state places where they

have seen the flag, for example,
hospital, police station, school.

3. Learners read the picture of a flag in
the learners’ reading book on page
15. Learners describe the picture
of a flag as they see it, for example,
naming the colours on the flag, and
describing the bird on the flag.

4. Learners also describe the 
surroundings of the flag, that is 
where it is and what is happening in 
the scenario.

5. Teacher and learners discuss the
importance of the flag.
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Wednesday

Topic:  Colouring the 
National flag

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify the colours of the flag
b) name the colours of the flag
c) complete colouring the flag using

crayons

Skills to be developed
• Identifying
• Naming
• Colouring
• Completing

Learning activities
1. Learners identify colours of the flag

by touching and pointing.
2. Learners name the colours of the

flag, that is green, red, yellow, black
and white.

3. Teacher distributes templates of the
flag to learners to guide them on
colouring of the flag.

4. Learners complete colouring the
green part of the flag in the learners’
workbook on page 15 using crayons.
Teacher moves around assisting
learners.

5. Learners show each other their work.

Thursday

Topic: National Anthem

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) discuss the importance of the flag
b) sing the National Anthem

Skills to be developed
• Listening/signing
• Speaking/signing
• Recalling
• Discussing
• Singing
• Imitating

Learning activities
1. Teacher and learners discuss the

importance of the flag.
2. Teacher introduces learners to the

first stanza of the National Anthem
while learners are listening.
Oh lift high the banner, the flag of
Zimbabwe
The symbol of freedom proclaiming
victory;
We praise our heroes’ sacrifice,
And vow to keep our land from foes;
And may the Almighty protect and
bless our land

3. Learners practise singing the stanza
while standing at attention. Teacher
helps learners stand at attention as
they sing the stanza.

Friday

Topic: The National Pledge

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) sing the National Anthem
b) recite the National pledge

Skills to be developed
• Singing
• Reciting
• Imitating
• Recalling
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/signing
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Learning activities
1. Teacher and learners stand at

attention as they sing/sign the 
National Anthem (1st stanza)

2. Teacher introduces learners to the

National pledge while standing at 
attention.

3. Learners practise reciting/signing
the National pledge with the teacher’s
assistance.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to 

identify the 

National flag?

Are 

learners 

able to 

identify 

colours 

of the 

National 

flag?

Are 

learners 

able to 

state 

colours of 

the flag?

Are 

learners 

able to 

identify 

places 

where 

the flag is 

found?

Are learners 

able to read 

a picture 

about a flag 

correctly?

Are 

learners 

able to 

colour the 

missing 

colour of 

the flag?

Jessica

Tapiwa

Matthew
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16 Folk-talesCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• develop listening skills through story telling
• develop memory skills through retelling stories
• read pictures that tell a story

• collage pictures of animals
• develop fine motor skills through moulding

an animal of their choice

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.1

Suggested resources
Monday: chart with domestic and  

wild animals, a flannel  
board, picture cards with  
domestic animals and wild  
animals

Thursday: glue, papers, a sample of a  
completed animal collage

Friday:  plasticine/clay/play dough

Monday

Topic:  A story about 
baboon and hare

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify animals in a chart (both

domestic and wild)
b) listen to the story of the baboon and

hare
c) retell the story

Skills to be developed
• Identifying
• Pointing
• Touching
• Listening/observing
• Retelling

Learning activities
1. Teacher displays a chart on both

domestic and wild animals such as

donkey, goat, cow, baboon, hare 
and asks/signs learners to identify 
animals on the chart by pointing or 
touching them.

2. Teacher tells a folk story about
baboon and hare as friends. In the
story the baboon was tricked into
stealing milk from the cow in the
village by hare and was beaten by
the villagers. The teacher uses the
flannel board to stick on the pictures
of baboon, hare, people and a cow as
he/she tells the story.

3. Learners are asked to retell the story
of baboon and hare.

4. Learners are asked/signed to learn
one folk story from adults at home
for the lessons that follow.

Tuesday

Topic:  Story telling by 
learners

Objectives
During the lesson learners will:
a) retell the story of baboon and hare
b) tell their folk tales learnt from their

elders

Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Speaking/signing
• Retelling
• Recalling
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Learning activities
1. Learners retell the story of the

baboon and hare stealing milk from
the cow in the village.

2. Teacher asks/signs learners to tell
their own stories while sitting in a
circle-like shape.

3. Some learners retell stories that
have been told by others.

4. Teacher asks/signs questions from
the stories told and learners respond.

Wednesday

Topic:  Picture reading about 
hare and tortoise

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) retell their stories which they learnt

from home
b) read a story from given pictures of

hare and tortoise
c) describe the picture of hare and

tortoise

Skills to be developed
• Retelling
• Reading/signing
• Describing
• Listening

Learning activities
1. Learners retell their stories which

they learnt from adults at home.
2. Learners read a picture story found

on page 16 in the learners’ reading
book, of hare and tortoise running a
race in which tortoise won the race.

3. Learners describe the pictures in the
learners’ book on page 16. Teacher
asks/signs questions about what
is happening on the picture and
learners give responses, for example,

who can run fast between hare and 
tortoise? Who is last in the race?

4. If tortoise won, it means that he
cheated. Learners should be taught
that it is wrong to cheat.

Thursday

Topic: Picture collage

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) indicate their favourite animal in the

story of hare and tortoise
b) imitate the way hare and tortoise

move in the story
c) collage the picture of a tortoise using

glue and papers

Skills to be developed
• Indicating
• Imitating
• Collaging
• Tearing
• Fine motor skills

Learning activities
1. From the story of hare and tortoise

learners indicate their favourite
animal and say why.

2. Learners imitate running like hare
and tortoise.

3. Teacher shows learners a sample
of a completed animal collage and
demonstrates collaging a picture of
a tortoise using small pieces of torn
paper and glue.

4. Teacher gives out pieces of paper
and glue to learners in groups.

5. Learners work on their articles as
individuals in the learners’ workbook
on page 16. Teacher moves around
assisting learners who need help.

6. Learners show each other their work.
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Friday

Topic: Moulding

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) answer questions from the story of

hare and tortoise
b) mould an animal of their choice

between hare and tortoise

Skills to be developed
• Answering/signing
• Moulding
• Fine motor skills
• Speaking/signing
• Listening

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners 

questions about the story of hare 

and tortoise learnt in the previous 
lesson. For example,
a) Which animal runs faster?
b) Which animal won the race?
c) Which animal was last?
d) Which animal do you like?

2. Teacher shows learners a sample
of a moulded animal and then
demonstrates the moulding of
the animal while children
observe.

3. Teacher distributes plasticine/
clay/play dough among learners.

4. Learners mould an animal of their
choice between the hare and the
tortoise. Teacher moves around
assisting needy learners.

5. Children show each other their
work. Learners display their work
to dry.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to listen 

and retell a 

story?

Are learners able 

to read a picture 

story?

Are learners 

able to draw 

a moral 

lesson from 

a folktale?

Are 

learners 

able to 

collage a 

picture 

of an an 

animal?

Are learners 

able to mould an 

animal?

Joram

Shelter

Chenai
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17 Sounds and sourcesCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners: 

 • identify the different sound producing
objects

 • match different sounds with their sources
 • recite rhymes on sound producing objects

 • recite rhymes of sound producing objects
 • identify sounds from pre-recordings
 • draw a guitar from the dotted outline
 • name the musical instrument drawn

Source of matter
ECD A Syllabus 7.1, 8.1, 8.2, 8,3

Suggested resources
Monday: chart with different sound  

producing instruments
Tuesday:  different pictures of sound  

producing objects
Wednesday: drums, jingles, flutes 
Thursday:   crayons

Monday

Topic:  Sound producing 
objects

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the different objects which

produce sound
b) match different sounds with their

sources

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/observing
 • Matching
 • Naming/signing

Learning activities 
1. Teacher displays chart of different

sound producing objects such 
as drums, guitar, marimba, 
tambourines.

2. Learners identify the names of the

objects and the sounds they make.
Learners also imitate the sounds
made by the different objects.

3. Learners listen to an audio of
pre-recorded sounds of different
objects and they identify the name
of the object which produces the
sound.

4. Learners sing the song ‘Old
MacDonald.’

Tuesday

Topic:  Pictures of sound 
producing objects

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the different objects which

produce sound shown in the pictures
b) imitate the sound produced by the

object in the picture

Skills to be developed 
 • Reading/signing
 • Imitating
 • Matching
 • Naming/signing

Learning activities 
1. Teacher gives learners different

pictures of sound producing objects 
in their groups.

2. Learners talk about the names of
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the sound producing objects and the 
sounds made by those objects. 

3.  Learners imitate the sound produced
by the objects in the picture in their
groups. Teacher moves around
observing learners doing the activity
and giving assistance to where it is
necessary.

4. As a class, the learners imitate the
sound made by a drum and a whistle.

Wednesday

Topic:  Pictures of sound 
producing objects

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the different objects which

produce sound shown in the pictures
b) imitate the sound produced by the

object in the picture

Skills to be developed 
 • Reading/signing
 • Imitating
 • Matching
 • Naming/signing

Learning activities 
1. Learners are introduced to the

rhyme:
Oh! we can play on the big bass drum,
And this is the way we do it;
Bum bum bum on the big bass
drum,
And this is the way we do it.

Oh! we can play on the marimba
And this is the way we do it;
Bum bum bum on the marimba,

And this is the way we do it.
2. Learners sing the song with the

teacher’s help.
3. Learners sing the song in groups

using the different musical
instruments.

4. Learners identify the objects that
they were using to produce sound.

5. Learners imitate the sounds from
the objects that they were using.

Thursday

Topic:  Pictures of sound 
producing objects

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) draw a guitar from the dotted outline
b) name the musical instrument drawn

Skills to be developed 
 • Drawing/brailling
 • Naming/signing

Learning activities 
1. Learners identify the different sound

producing instruments from the
chart.

2. Learners state the name of the
picture (dotted outline of a rattle)
in the learners’ workbook on
page 17.

3. Learners draw using pencils and
colour a rattle from the dotted outline
using crayons. Teacher moves
around observing learners doing the
activity and giving assistance where
necessary.

4. Learners show each other their work.
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Friday

Topic:  Pictures of sound 
producing objects

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the different objects shown in

the pictures which produce sound
b) imitate the sound produced by the

object in the picture

Skills to be developed
 • Identification
 • Naming/signing
 • Reading/signing

Learning activities 
1. Learners sing the song ‘Oh we can

play on the big bass drum.’
2. Learners identify and name the

different sound making objects in
the learners’ reader on page 17 in
groups.

3. Learners talk about the sounds
which they make.

4. Learners imitate sounds produced
by the objects in their learners’ book.

5. Teacher moves around observing
learners doing the activity and
giving assistance where necessary.
Learners name the objects and talk
about the sounds that they make.

Assessment
Yes No Sometimes 

Is the learner able to identify the different sound 

producing objects?

Is the learner able to match different sounds with their 

sources?

Is the learner able to recite rhymes on sound producing 

objects?

Is the learner able to recite rhymes of sound producing 

objects?

Is the learner able to identify sounds from pre-recordings?

Is the learner able to draw a guitar from the dotted 

outline?

Is the learner able to name the musical instrument drawn?
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18 People’s voicesCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• develop an awareness of different people’s

voices
• identify people by their voices
• discriminate between sounds made by

people and other objects
• imitate voices of other people

• identify artistes by  their music
• read pictures of artistes playing musical

instruments
• match similar musical instruments using

patterns

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.1

Suggested resources
Monday: different objects like guitar,  

drum, rattle
Wednesday: audio tape
Friday:  crayons

Monday

Topic: People’s voices

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) discriminate between sounds made

by different objects
b) identify classmates by their voices

Skills to be developed
• Discriminating
• Listening/observing
• Identifying
• Speaking

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs a few learners

to get into a storeroom with various
objects that produce sounds and
asks them to make them produce
sounds while other learners in the
classroom are listening, for example,
a guitar, radio, tin.

2. Learners discriminate the sounds
produced by different objects and
state the instruments that produced
the sounds, for example, drum,
rattle.

3. In groups, learners blindfold each
group members and ask/sign them
to say out the names of the learners
greeting each other.
For example:
‘It is John greeting Peter’.

4. Teacher asks/signs learners how
they identified their classmates
when they were not seeing them.

Tuesday

Topic:  Discriminating 
sounds

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify their teacher by his/her

voice
b) discriminate between sounds 

produced by people and other objects

Skills to be developed
• Identifying
• Discriminating
• Speaking
• Listening
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Learning activities
1. Learners identify their teacher by

listening to his/her voice.
2. Learners identify their friends by

their voices and imitate their friends’
and teachers’ voices.

3. Teacher plays an audio tape on
animal sounds while learners are
listening, for example, dog barking
and baby crying. Learners state
whether the sound is produced by
an animal or a person.

4. As a way of conclusion, the teacher
blindfolds a learner and asks other
learners to make different sounds
for the blindfolded learner to 
discriminate and state.

Wednesday

Topic: Playing music

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) listen to a musical song played
b) dance to a musical song played
c) identify the musician/artiste who

sang the song

Skills to be developed
• Dancing
• Identifying
• Singing
• Listening

Learning activities
1. Teacher plays a musical song by

a popular artiste and asks/signs
learners to dance to the music.

2. Teacher plays the song and asks/
signs learners to listen to the song
while seated.

3. Learners state what they have heard
in the song in their groups.

4. Learners state the name of the
musician after listening to the song.

5. Teacher plays the song again as the
learners dance.

Thursday

Topic:  Reading picture 
on artistes playing 
instruments

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) listen to audio tape played
b) read a picture on artistes playing

musical instruments

Skills to be developed
• Listening/signing
• Speaking/signing
• Reading/signing
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. Teacher plays an audiotape while

learners listen.
2. Learners name the artiste singing in

the audiotape.
3. Teacher asks/signs learners to look

at the pictures of artistes playing
musical instruments like marimba,
mbira and a drum in the learners’
reading book on page 18.

4. Learners describe what the artist is
doing, for example, playing marimba,
playing a drum, playing mbira while
teacher moves around assisting
learners. Learners also talk about
other musicians they know who play
interesting musical instruments.
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Friday

Topic:  Matching similar 
musical instruments

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state how people can be identified
b) name musical instruments that

produce sounds
c) draw patterns from left to 

right matching similar musical 
instruments

Skills to be developed
• Stating
• Naming
• Listening/observing
• Speaking/signing
• Drawing
• Writing/brailing

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners to

explain how they can identify their 
friends when they are not seeing 
them. Learners will respond to the 
questions by explaining that they 
can identify people by their voices.

2. Learners name musical instruments
that produce sounds, for example,
guitar, drum.

3. Teacher demonstrates on the chalk
board matching of similar musical
instruments by drawing patterns from
left to right while learners observe.

4. A few learners practise the matching on
the chalk board/chart before the class.

5. As individuals, learners match
similar musical instruments by
drawing patterns from left to right
using crayons in their workbooks on
page 18.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are the 

learners 

able to 

identify 

friends 

by their 

voices?

Are learners 

able to 

discriminate 

sounds made 

by people and 

other objects?

Are 

learners 

able to 

imitate 

other 

people’s 

voices?

Are 

learners 

able to 

identify 

artistes 

by their 

music?

Are learners 

able to read 

pictures of 

artistes playing 

musical 

instruments?

Are learners 

able to match 

musical 

instruments 

using 

patterns?

Jethro

Kundai

Kate
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19 Picture storiesCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• tell a story in sequence using pictures
• arrange pictures in sequence to tell a story
• read a picture story from given pictures

• make a pattern using different objects
• arrange objects in order

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.4

Suggested resources
Monday:  picture cards: a boy; a dog,  

a dog chasing a child and a  
dog chased away by mother

Tuesday:  different picture cards that  
tell stories

Thursday: different shapes such as  
circles, triangles

Friday:  big coloured beads made  
from clay, wool, different  
shapes, necklace made of  
beads

Monday

Topic: A picture story

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) describe what is happening in the

pictures
b) tell a story from arranged pictures

Skills to be developed

• Describing/signing
• Telling/signing
• Arranging
• Inferring
• Speaking/signing
• Listening

Learning activities
1. Teacher displays a set of four pictures

on the wall for learners to look at
which include a picture of a child,
a dog, a dog chasing a child, a dog
chased away by mother. The pictures
are displayed randomly on the
wall.

2. Learners describe what is happening
in each picture card with the help of
the teacher.

3. Teacher rearranges the picture cards
in order to tell a story as follows:

A 
child

A 
dog

A dog 
chasing a 
child

Mother chasing 
a dog away

4. Teacher and learners read the pictures
that tell a story of a child who was
chased by a dog and was rescued by
mother who chased the dog away.

5. Teacher removes the picture cards
and asks learners to retell the story
from the cards.

Tuesday

Topic:  Arranging the 
pictures sequentially

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) retell a story about a child who was

chased by a dog
b) arrange picture cards to tell a story
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Skills to be developed
• Retelling/signing
• Arranging
• Describing/signing
• Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks learners to retell a

story depicted by the four cards
about a child who was chased by a
dog and rescued by mother.

2. Learners retell the story in turns.
3. Teacher gives picture cards to

learners in groups to arrange the
cards so that they tell a story. For
example, cards showing a child,
mother catching a hen and child
feeding chickens. Learners also look
at pictures showing a school, mother
bathing a child, child eating porridge
and same child going to school.

4. Learners describe what is happening
in the pictures.

5. Teacher asks one group to tell a story
from the cards that they have just
arranged in order.

Wednesday

Topic: Picture reading

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) retell a story from the cards given
b) read a story about a boy preparing to

go to school

Skills to be developed
• Retelling/signing
• Reading/brailing
• Speaking/signing
• Describing/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners retell a story from the

picture cards they received from the
teacher in the previous lesson.

2. Teacher asks learners to turn to
their learners’ reading book on page
19 to look at the picture story of a
boy who wakes up in the morning
and is preparing to go to school.

3. Learners describe what is happening
in each picture.

4. Learners rearrange the pictures
to form a story and teacher moves
around assisting learners.

5. Learners tell the story to the teacher
in groups.

Thursday

Topic: Pattern making

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) arrange objects to make patterns
b) complete the pattern by inserting

the missing object

Skills to be developed
• Arranging
• Completing
• Writing

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners to retell

a story of a boy waking up from bed
preparing to go to school.

2. Teacher distributes different objects
among learners in groups such as
circles, triangles.

3. Teacher demonstrates making a
pattern on the board using different
shapes.

ECD A English TG.indb   56 8/2/2017   3:09 PM



57 
Picture stories  19 

4. Learners turn to their workbooks
on page 19 where there are patterns
made by different shapes. Learners
complete the sequence of the
patterns individually.

5. Teacher moves around assisting
learners who need help.

6. Learners show each other their work.

Friday

Topic: Threading beads

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) thread beads to make a pattern

Skills to be developed
• Threading
• Eye-hand coordination
• Fine motor skills

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks learners to make

patterns of their choice using shapes
on the table.

2. Teacher moves around watching the
patterns that learners are making.

3. Teacher shows learners a sample of
a necklace made of beads that have
been arranged in a pattern form.

4. Teacher demonstrates how to thread
big beads making patterns while
learners are observing.

5. Teacher distributes big beads made
out of clay and coloured dough to
learners.

6. Learners thread the big coloured
beads using wool making a pattern.
Teacher moves around watching
learners carrying out the activity
and giving them assistance.

7. Learners show others their work.

Assessment
Name of 
child

Are 
learners 
able to 
arrange 
pictures 
to tell a 
story?

Are learners 
able to tell 
a story from 
arranged 
pictures?

Are 
learners 
able to read 
a picture 
story?

Are learners 
able to 
complete 
the pattern 
sequence?

Are learners 
able to 
thread beads 
making a 
pattern?

Thelma

Shamiso

Tinashe
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20 Sorting objectsCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• collect different types of objects
• name different types of objects
• sort different types of objects
• read pictures of sorted objects

• sing a rhyme/song on finding different
objects

• sort objects using the sense of feeling only
• colour different objects in different colours

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.3

Suggested resources
Monday: stones, leaves, lolly pop  

sticks, papers
Thursday: feely bag, blind folding cloth,  

several objects
Friday:  chart with objects of  

different sizes, crayons

Monday

Topic:  Collecting different 
objects

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state various objects that can be

found in the school-yard
b) collect objects they find around the

school-yard
c) name the objects they have collected

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Stating
• Listening/observing
• Collecting
• Describing

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners to state

objects that are found in the school-

yard. Learners state the objects
found around the school-yard.

2. Teacher asks/signs learners to move
around the school-yard collecting
objects they can find. Learners move
around with the teacher collecting
various objects like stones, sticks,
leaves, papers and lolly pop sticks.

3. Learners display the collected
objects on tables and teacher asks/
signs learners to name the objects.

4. Learners display the collected objects
in the learning corners for use in the
following lessons.

Tuesday

Topic: Singing a rhyme

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the collected objects
b) sing a rhyme about finding objects

Skills to be developed
• Naming
• Speaking/signing
• Sorting
• Listening/observing
• Singing
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. Learners name the collected objects.
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Teacher introduces to the learners a 
rhyme called ‘Find a stone’.
Find a stone x 3 

just now
Find a stone x 3 

just now
Find a leaf x 3 

just now
Find a leaf x 3 

just now
Find a stick x 3 

just now
Find a stick x 3 

just now
2. Learners, together with the teacher

sing the song as they pick and group
the similar objects collected.

3. In groups learners sing the rhyme
grouping similar objects as the
teacher moves around listening and
observing the actions.

4. In conclusion, the teacher asks/
signs learners to state the number of
groups of objects they have created.

Wednesday

Topic:  Reading pictures of 
sorted objects

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) sing the song as they name objects

they sorted in the previous lesson
b) read the pictures of objects that are

sorted according to similarity and
size

Skills to be developed
• Singing/signing
• Speaking/signing
• Reading/signing
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. With the assistance of the teacher,

learners sing the rhyme, ‘Find a
stone’ as they name objects collected
in the first lesson.

2. Teacher draws learners’ attention to
the learners’ readig book on page 20
and learners name the objects in the
pictures.

3. Teacher asks/signs learners about
the various objects found in the groups
in the learners’ reading book on
page 20.
For example:
What objects can you see in the first
group?
What objects are found in the second
group?

Thursday

Topic:  Picture reading on 
sorted objects

Objectives:
During the lesson learners will:
a) read objects sorted according to a

certain characteristic
b) identify the attribute used to sort the

objects

Skills to be developed:
 Reading
 Sorting
 Identifying
 Naming/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners sing the rhyme, ‘Find a

stone” as they sort objects on their
tables

2. Teacher explains using a chart with
sorted objects (three chairs of the
same size, three cars of the same

ECD A English TG.indb   59 8/2/2017   3:09 PM



60 
Sorting objects  20 

colour and three coca cola bottles) 
that objects can be sorted according 
to size, colour and similarity. 
Learners listen to the teacher and 
name the attributes used to sort 
objects on the chart. 

3. In the learner’s reading book on page
20, learners read pictures of sorted
objects (green leaves of different
colours, lolly pop sticks of the same
size, bottle tops of different brands)
in groups and state the characteristic
used to classify the objects.

4. Teacher moves around assisting
learners to identify attributes used
to classify the objects.

5. As a conclusion, the teacher may ask
learners to say the attributes used
to classify the objects in the pictures
they had been reading

Friday

Topic:  Sort objects by 
colour

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) describe objects according to their

sizes

b) colour objects according to the given
colours using crayons

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Describing
• Writing/brailling
• Colouring

Learning activities
1. Teacher shows/signs learners a

chart with objects of different
sizes. Learners name the objects.

2. Learners describe the objects on
the chart according to their sizes,
for example, a small chair, a big
chair, a small car, a big lorry.

3. In their workbook on page 20,
learners are instructed to colour
big objects in red and small
objects in green (pictures of
objects of different sizes like a
big chair, a small chair, a big
ball, a small ball). Learners,
individually, colour the objects
according to instructions using
crayons.

4. Learners show each other their
work.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are 

learners 

able to 

collect 

different 

types of 

objects?

Are 

learners 

able to 

name 

different 

types of 

objects?

Are learners 

able to sort 

different 

objects 

according to 

size?

Are learners 

able to sort 

objects 

according to 

similarity?

Are 

learners 

able to sing 

the rhyme 

‘Find a 

stone?’

Are learners 

able to sort 

objects using  

their sense of 

feeling only?

Lizzy

Craig

Tavonga
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21 Days of the weekCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• sing days of the week
• read pictures on activities that happen in

the week
• recite a rhyme on activities done on each

day of the week
• draw a line to match activities from left to right
• play a game using picture cards on

activities done in the week

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.2; 8.3

Suggested resources
Thursday: cards with similar pictures

Monday

Topic:  A song on days of 
the week

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) sing a song on days of the week
b) name the days of the week

Skills to be developed
• Singing/signing
• Speaking/signing
• Listening
• Naming/signing

Learning activities
1. Teacher sings a song on ‘days of the

week’ while learners are listening.
2. Teacher and learners practise

singing a song on ‘days of the week.’
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday
Saturday, Sunday

3. Teacher asks learners to name the
days of the week.

4. Learners name the days of the week.

5. Teacher and learners practise
singing a song on ‘days of the week’.

Tuesday

Topic: Picture reading

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the days of the week
b) read pictures on activities that take

place in the week

Skills to be developed
• Naming/signing
• Speaking/signing
• Reading/brailing
• Describing/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners sing a song on days of the

week.
2. Learners name the days of the week.
3. Learners read the pictures on

activities that take place during the
week found in the learners’ reading
book on page 21. For example,
pictures showing children dressed
up to go to school, children playing
at break-time, children helping with
laundry and family going to church.

4. Learners describe what is happening
in each picture and say on which
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day of the week it is done.
5. Learners sing a song on ‘days of the

week.’

Wednesday

Topic:  A rhyme on activities 
of the week

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) sing a song on ‘days of the week’
b) state the activities they do in the week
c) recite a rhyme with actions on

activities of the week

Skills to be developed
• Singing/signing
• Stating/signing
• Reciting
• Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners sing a song on days of the

week.
2. Learners state the activities they do

in the week.
For example, learners can say:
We go to school.
We go to church.
We help feed chickens at home.

3. Teacher recites a rhyme with actions
on activities done in the week while
learners listen.

On Sunday I go to church/feed 
chickens.
On Monday I go to school.
On Tuesday I go to school.
On Wednesday I go to school.
On Thursday I go to school.
On Friday I go to school.
On Saturday I feed chickens/
go to church.

4. Learners recite the rhyme with the
teacher’s help.

5. Learners can recite the rhyme in
groups as teacher moves around
assisting them.

Thursday

Topic:  A game on activities 
of the week

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) play a game of matching similar

pictures
b) describe the activities shown in the

pictures

Skills to be developed
• Playing
• Matching
• Describing/signing
• Singing/signing
• Reciting/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners recite a rhyme on activities

done in the week that was learnt in
the previous lesson.

2. Learners also sing a song on ‘days of
the week’.

3. Teacher demonstrates matching
cards with similar pictures on
activities done in the week on
the board while all learners are
observing, for example, children
going to school, children going to
church, children feeding chickens.

4. Teacher distributes prepared picture
cards on similar activities done in
the week for a matching game.

5. In groups, learners play the matching
game of picture cards with similar
activities done in the week.
Learners state on which days they
do the activities in the pictures. For
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example, children going to church – 
Sunday/Saturday; children going to 
school – Monday, Tuesday; children 
feeding chickens – Saturday/
Sunday. Teacher moves around 
listening to learners carrying out the 
activity.

6. Learners recite a rhyme on activities
done in the week.

Friday

Topic:  Matching activities 
and places

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state the activities they do in the

week
b) match the activities and the places

by drawing lines from left to right

Skills to be developed
• Stating/signing

• Matching
• Left to right orientation

Learning activities
1. Learners state the activities they

do in the week, for example, going
to school; going to church; feeding
chickens; looking after cattle and
goats.

2. Teacher demonstrates on the board
matching activities done with the
place where they are done using
lines. For example, learners draw
a line from the Holy Bible to the
church.

3. Learners turn to the learners’
workbook on page 21 and match
the activities done in the week
with the places where they are done
by drawing lines, from left to right.

4. Teacher moves around watching
learners carrying out the activity.

5. Learners show each other their
work.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to sing 

days of the 

week?

Are learners 

able to read 

activities done 

in the week in 

pictures?

Are 

learners 

able to play 

a matching 

game with 

cards with 

similar 

pictures?

Are learners 

able to 

recite a 

rhyme on 

activities 

done in the 

week?

Are learners able to 
match activities and 
places by drawing 
lines?

Grace

Gabriel

Nakai
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22 Picture phonicsCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners: 

 • identify and name the different objects
shown in the pictures of the phonic alphabet

 • read pictures of objects which start with the
letter A

 • sound the names of objects in the pictures
appropriately

 • match real objects with objects in the
phonic alphabet

 • colour the objects shown in the phonic
pictures

 • play the Yes/No game in answering
questions about the names of objects

Source of matter
ECD A Syllabus 7.1, 8.1, 8.2, 8,3

Suggested resources
Monday: Phonic picture alphabet A-L
Tuesday: Phonic picture alphabet M-Z
Wednesday: Different objects, for  

example, box, bottle,  
table, book, pencil, crayon,  
chair, bag

Thursday:  Phonic picture alphabet A-Z
Friday:  beginners’ pencils and  

crayons

Monday

Topic:  Phonic pictures of 
the alphabet A-L

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify the different objects shown

in the pictures of the phonic alphabet
b) name the different objects shown in

the pictures of the phonic alphabet

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Reading/Signing

 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming/ signing

Learning activities 
1. The learners sing the ‘good morning’

song.
2. The teacher displays the phonic

picture alphabet from (A-L) one by
one and as each picture is displayed,
the learners identify and name
the different objects shown in the
pictures with the teacher’s help. The
teacher should note that it is just
naming the objects shown in the
picture not learning the letters of the
alphabet.

3. Learners are given the phonic picture
alphabet in groups (five pictures at
a time), and the learners name the
different objects in the pictures.
The teacher will be going around
assisting those who have challenges
naming the objects.

4. Each group makes a presentation of
their phonic pictures and tells the
rest of the class the names of the
objects in the pictures.
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Tuesday

Topic:  Phonic pictures of 
the alphabet M-Z

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify the different objects shown

in the pictures of the phonic alphabet
b) name the different objects shown in

the pictures of the phonic alphabet
c) play the Yes/No game in naming

the objects shown in the phonic
pictures

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Reading/Signing
 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming /signing

Learning activities 
1. The learners identify and name the

objects shown in the phonic picture
alphabet A-L.

2. Learners play the Yes/No game in
naming the pictures like this: the
teacher displays the phonic picture
of a boy and says, “Is this a cat?”
and learners answer saying, “No, it
is a boy.”

3. The teacher displays the phonic
picture alphabet from (M-Z) one by
one and as each picture is displayed,
the learners identify and name
the different objects shown in the
pictures with the teacher’s help. The
teacher should be reminded that it
is just naming the objects shown in
the picture, not learning the letters
of the alphabet.

4. Learners answer questions on the
phonic picture alphabet.

Wednesday

Topic:  Phonic alphabet from 
A-Z

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the objects in the phonic

alphabet from A-Z
b) match real objects with objects in

the phonic picture alphabet

Skills to be developed 
 • Reading/ signing
 • Imitating
 • Matching
 • Naming/ signing

Learning activities 
1. The teacher displays the phonic

picture alphabet from A-Z one by
one and the learners will be naming
the objects shown in the pictures as
each picture is displayed.

2. Learners identify the different objects
on the teacher’s table and try to find
their match in the phonic picture
alphabet, for example, matching an
apple or pencil with the pictures.

3. Learners are given the phonic picture
alphabet (five pictures at a time) and
the learners name the different objects
in the pictures. The teacher will be
going around assisting those who have
challenges naming the objects.

4. Learners sing a song of their choice.

Thursday

Topic: Picture reading

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the objects shown in the

pictures which start with the letter B
b) play the Yes/No game
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Skills to be developed 
 • Reading/signing
 • Naming/ signing

Learning activities 
1. Learners read the phonic picture

alphabet from A-Z one by one as a class.
2. Learners read pictures of objects

which start with the letter B which
are in the learners’ reader on page
22, such as buns, boy, box and bird.

3. Learners read the pictures and name
the different objects in the pictures.
The teacher will be going around
assisting those who have challenges
naming the objects.

4. The Yes /No game is played in
answering the questions about
the pictures. Teacher raises the
picture of a box similar to the one
in the learners’ reader and asks the
learners if the object is a box. They
reply by saying, ‘Yes, it is a box.’

Friday

Topic: Colouring phonic 
pictures

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the objects shown in the

phonic pictures
b) colour the objects shown in the

phonic pictures using crayons

Skills to be developed
 • Identification
 • Naming/ signing
 • Reading/ signing
 • Colouring/ brailling

Learning activities 
1. Learners read pictures of objects

which start with the letter C which
are in the learners’ workbook on
page 22. They read pictures of a cat,
cup and cow.

2. Learners colour the objects shown in
the phonic pictures using crayons.
The teacher will be going around
assisting those who have challenges
naming the objects.

3. Learners show each other their work.

Assessment
Yes No Sometimes 

Is the learner able to identify and name the different 
objects shown in the pictures of the phonic alphabet?

Is the learner able to read pictures of objects which start 
with the letter B? 

Is the learner able to play the Yes/No game in answering 
questions about the names of objects?

Is the learner able to sound the names of objects on the 
pictures appropriately?

Is the learner able to match real objects with objects in 
the phonic alphabet?
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23 People at workCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:

• state different types of occupations
• identifying different occupations on chart
• read pictures on occupations
• role play different occupations

• match workers to their work places or
equipment they use

• paste pictures of workers on a big chart

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 7.3

Suggested resources
Monday: chart on different occupations
Friday:  glue, pictures on occupations,  

chart on occupations

Monday

Topic:  Occupations and 
their importance

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state different types of occupations
b) discuss the importance of work

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/signing
• Discussing
• Stating

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners to state

their parents’ or guardians’ work/
occupations. Learners state their 
guardians’/parents’ occupations.

2. Teacher shows learners a chart on
occupations and learners identify
and name different occupations.

3. Teacher and learners discuss the

importance of occupations or of going 
to work, for example, to get money to 
buy food, clothes, pay school fees.

4. Learners state what they would want
to do when they grow up.

5. Teacher assigns learners to bring
pictures of different people in their
occupations for future lessons.

Tuesday

Topic:  Picture reading of 
occupations

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name different occupations they know
b) read picture showing workers

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Naming
• Reading/signing
• Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners to

state occupations they know.
Learners state occupations they
know.

2. Learners study the pictures and
identify workers shown in the
learners’ reading book on page 23,
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where pictures of a builder, a nurse, 
and a farmer are shown

3. Using their learners’ book on page
23, learners explain to each other in
groups what each of the worker does
in his/her occupation.

For example:
a) A builder builds houses.
b) A nurse treats people.
c) A farmer grows crops.

Wednesday

Topic:  Matching workers to 
their workplace or with 
the equipment they use

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) explain what given professionals do

in their occupations
b) match workers to their workplace or

with the equipment they use

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing
• Matching
• Observing
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. Teacher identifies workers and asks/

signs learners to explain what they
do in their occupations. Learners
explain what they do.
For example:
a) A soldier uses a gun.
b) A nurse works at a clinic or

hospital.
c) A farmer works at a farm.

2. Teacher demonstrates the matching
of a worker and the place he/she
works or equipment he/she uses,

for example, a soldier to a gun and 
a doctor to a hospital by drawing 
lines from left to right while learners 
observe.

3. Using their workbook on page 23,
learners match given workers to
their tools or place of work.

4. Learners show each other their work.

Thursday

Topic:  Role-playing on 
occupations

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state their favourite occupations
b) role play their favourite occupations

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Stating
• Role playing
• Listening/observing
• Imitating

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners their

favourite occupations whilst showing
them a chart on occupations.
Learners will state their favourite
occupations.

2. Teacher and learners discuss what
workers do in their different occupations.
Learners explain what they do, for
example, a vendor sells vegetables and
a bus driver drives buses.

3. Teacher asks/signs learners to role-
play their favourite occupations in
groups, for example, a learner can
role- play what a driver does at his/her
work, while group members watch.

4. Teacher moves around assisting with
ideas in some occupations chosen.
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5. Teacher asks/signs volunteers to
role-play their occupations before
the class.

Friday

Topic:  Sorting different 
occupations

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) sort pictures of occupations 

according to likes and dislikes
b) paste occupation pictures on to a big

chart

Skills to be developed
• Sorting
• Observing

• Pasting
• Fine motor skills

Learning activities
1. Learners state occupations they

dislike, for example, being an airtime
vendor, police officer.

2. Learners sort the occupation
pictures into occupations they
like and those they do not like, for
example, a vendor, police officer,
security guard in their group and
teacher, lawyer, accountant in their
own group.

3. Learners in their groups paste
pictures on occupations they like on
a big chart and those they dislike on
another big chart.

4. Learners show others their work.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to state 

different types 

of occupations?

Are learners 

able to identify 

different 

occupations on 

a chart?

Are learners 

able to read 

pictures on 

occupations?

Are learners 

able to role- 

play different 

occupations?

Are 

learners 

able to 

match 

workers to 

their work 

place and 

tools they 

use?

Kristie
Joshua
Mugove
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24 Following instructionsCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• develop listening skills through listening

carefully to instructions
• respond to given instructions accordingly
• develop speaking skills through giving

instructions to others

• play games that enhance following instructions
• read pictures that have instructions to be

followed
• complete a picture by joining dots
• retell a story that has been told

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.1

Suggested resources
Friday: crayons

Monday

Topic:  A game on ‘Follow 
the leader’

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) listen carefully to instructions
b) respond to given instructions
c) play a game on instruments

Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Imitating
• Responding
• Playing
• Speaking/signing
• Giving instructions

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks learners to listen to

instructions very attentively.
2. Teacher asks/signs learners to

‘stand up’ for a game. Learners
respond by ‘standing up’.

3. Teacher demonstrates how to play a
game ‘Follow the leader’.

Leader: Follow, follow, follow 
Others: Follow the leader  
Leader: If I do this (raising the hand)
Others: I also do this (raising the 

hand)
The game is played with various actions.
4. The teacher plays the game with

learners following instructions and
doing what the teacher is doing.
Any learner who does not follow
instructions is out of the game for a
while.

5. Learners can play the game in
groups with their own leaders.
Teacher moves around watching
how learners follow instructions of
the leader.

Tuesday

Topic:  Are you able to do 
this?

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) listen carefully to instructions
b) respond to given instructions

accordingly
c) play a game on instructions

}x2
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Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Imitating
• Responding
• Playing
• Following
• Speaking/signing
• Giving instructions

Learning activities
1. Learners practise playing the game

on ‘Follow the leader.’
2. Teacher asks/signs learners to

create space for themselves and
stand alone for the new game, ‘Are
you able to do this?’

3. Teacher demonstrates playing the
game with actions as learners are
watching and listening.
Leader:   Are you able to do this?

 To do this?
Others:  I am able to do this,

 To do this.
The game is played with various 
actions

4. Teacher plays the game with learners
as they follow instructions by the
teacher. Teacher watches learners
very closely so that any learner who
does not do as demonstrated by the
teacher or leader is out of the game
for a while.

5. Learners can play the game in
groups with their own leaders.
Teacher moves around watching
how learners respond to instructions
given by the leaders.

Wednesday

Topic:  Up and down the 
ladder

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) play a game climbing up and down

the ladder
b) read a picture on instructions

Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Giving instructions
• Playing
• Following

Learning activities
1. Learners play the game on ‘Are you

able to do this?’
2. Learners watch very closely the

picture of a game called ‘Up and
down the ladder’ in the learners’
reading book on page 24. In the
picture are numbers 1 – 5. On the
numbers are some objects like
water, car, fire and aeroplane.
If a child puts a finger on a
 number where there is fire or 
water, the arrow instructs the 
learner to go to the number down 
the ladder. If the learner puts 
a finger where there is a car or 
aeroplane, the arrow instructs 
the learner to go to the next 
number on the ladder.
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3. As learners are playing the game,
the teacher moves around watching
how learners carry out the task and
giving assistance.

Thursday

Topic:  Responding to 
instructions

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) listen to a story being told by the

teacher/learner
b) respond to instructions given
c) retell the story

Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Responding
• Retelling

Learning activities
1. Teacher tells the story of Jonah

being sent to Nineveh while learners 
are listening.

2. Teacher asks/signs questions about
the story read and learners respond
to instructions.
For example:
- Where was Jonah sent?
- Who sent Jonah to Nineveh?
- Which animal swallowed Jonah?
- For how many days did Jonah live

in the stomach of the fish?
3. Learners retell the story of Jonah in

their own words as they understood it.
4. Teacher should make learners

understand that Jonah did not
follow instructions. This is what

caused him to be swallowed by a big 
fish.

Friday

Topic:  Completing a 
picture

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) retell the story of Jonah being sent

to Nineveh
b) complete a picture by joining dots

using crayons

Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Speaking/signing
• Completing
• Drawing
• Joining
• Fine motor skills

Learning activities
1. Learners retell the story of Jonah

being sent to Nineveh.
2. Learners are instructed to

complete a picture of a fish by
joining the dotted lines in the
learners’ workbook on page 24.
Learners are to complete the body
only and leave out the head. Here
learners are being tested on how
well thety understand and take
instructions.

3. Teacher moves around as learners
complete the picture and gives
assistance where necessary.

4. Learners show each other their
work.
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Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to listen 

carefully to 

instructions?

Are learners 

able to respond 

to given 

instructions 

accordingly?

Are learners 

able to 

retell a 

story that 

has been 

told?

Are learners 

able to follow 

instructions 

when playing 

a game?

Are learners 

able to give 

instructions 

to others?

Dolly

Kenny

Wilbur
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25 Road safetyCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners: 

 • describe the events taking place in the
traffic chart

 • state the causes of traffic accidents
 • appreciate the importance of traffic rules
 • identify the road signs and robots
 • read a picture on road safety for urban/

rural areas/blind and disabled children
 • colour the blind girl crossing at a pedestrian
crossing

 • play on the traffic mats (lanes created on
the mealie-meal bags) in their groups

Source of matter
ECD A Syllabus 1.5

Suggested resources
Monday: traffic chart
Tuesday: traffic lane
Wednesday: traffic lane
Thursday: chart, beginners’ pencils  

and crayons
Friday: crayons

Monday

Topic:  Causes of accidents 
on the road

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) describe the events taking place in

the traffic chart
b) state the causes of traffic accidents

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Reading/Signing
 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming/ signing

Learning activities 
1. The teacher displays the traffic chart

on the board followed by a discussion
on the events taking place in each of

the pictures. The chart shows a series 
of events leading to an accident.

2. Learners are given the opportunity
to describe what is happening in the
traffic chart.

3. There is a teacher-learner discussion
on the causes of accidents on the road.

4. The learners answer questions
concerning the chart.

Tuesday

Topic: Being safe on the road

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a)  be taken on an excursion exercise to

the traffic lane
b) name the different road signs and

robots

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming /signing

Learning activities 
1. The teacher talks to the learners

about the importance of following
traffic rules in order to avoid road
traffic accidents.
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2. Learners are taken out on an
excursion trip to the traffic lane to
learn about traffic rules.

3. Learners are shown the road and its
markings and the teacher explains
the importance of not playing on
the road, walking on the far end of
the road facing oncoming traffic and
only crossing at zebra crossings after
carefully checking the road.

4. Learners practise on these 
instructions on the traffic lane.

Wednesday

Being safe on the road

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a)  be taken on an excursion exercise to

 the traffic lane
b) name the different colours of the robot

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming /signing

Learning activities 
1. The learners are asked to describe

how they are supposed to walk safely
on the road.

2. Learners are taken out again on an
excursion trip to the traffic lane to
learn about traffic robots.

3. Learners are shown the robots
and the teacher explains about the
colours of the robots. Where the
mini-robots are not available in the

traffic lanes, the teacher should 
have a chart showing the colours of 
a robot and what they mean for the 
pupils.

4. Learners practise on these 
instructions on the traffic robots.

5. Learners answer questions.

Thursday

Picture reading

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) play the Yes/No game
b) describe the safe ways of crossing

the roads

Skills to be developed 
 • Reading/signing
 • Naming/ signing

Learning activities 
1. Learners answer the Yes/ No

questions on crossing the road.
2. Learners read pictures showing a

sequence of events on safe ways of
crossing the road in the learners’
reader on page 25, for example, a
girl walking on the far-right end of
the road facing oncoming traffic,
a girl waiting by the road looking right,
a girl looking left, and a girl crossing
the road, after looking right again.

3. Learners read the pictures and
describe the events taking place
in the pictures. The teacher will
be going around assisting those
who have challenges naming the objects.

4. Learners answer questions.
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Friday

Topic: Safety on the road

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state the name of the zebra crossing
b) colour the picture of the blind man

crossing the road at a pedestrian
crossing

Skills to be developed
 • Naming/ signing
 • Colouring/ brailling

Learning activities 
1. Teacher generates a discussion on

the road traffic chart about being 
safe on the road.

2. Learners read pictures of the
blind man crossing the road in
the learners’ workbook on page
25.

3. Learners colour the picture of
the blind man crossing the road
at a pedestrian crossing using
crayons.

4. Learners show each other their work.

Assessment
Yes No Sometimes 

Is the learner able to describe the events 

taking place in the traffic chart?

Is the learner able to state the causes of traffic 

accident?
Is the learner able to appreciate the 

importance of traffic rules?

Is the learner able to identify the road signs 

and robots?
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26 Story telling - Chimurenga warCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• state what is involved in a war
• listen to a war story
• retell the story they heard
• state reasons for going to war

• read a picture story about a war
• colour picture of a soldier
• mould a soldier holding a gun

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.1

Suggested resources
Monday: pictures of soldiers in the bush
Wednesday: a picture of a soldier
Thursday:  crayons
Friday: plasticine/clay/playdough

Monday

Topic:  Story telling 
(Chimurenga war)

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state what is involved in a war
b) listen to a war story

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Stating
• Listening/observing
• Answering questions

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners to state

what is involved in a war. Learners
state what is involved in wars.
For example:

- There are soldiers.
- Soldiers fight others using guns.

2. Teacher tells/signs learners a story
of the Chimurenga war whilst seated

in a horse shoe pattern. With the  
aid of pictures, the teacher tells/ 
signs learners how Comrade 
Pfepferere joined and fought in the 
Chimurenga war while learners listen 
to the story.

3. Teacher asks/signs learners
questions from the story of Comrade
Pfepferere. Learners respond to the
questions.

Tuesday

Topic: Retelling a story

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state reasons why Comrade 

Pfepferere went to war
b) retell the story of Comrade Pfepferere

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Stating
• Listening/observing
• Retelling
• Recalling

Learning activities
1. Learners state reasons why Comrade

Pfepferere went to war, for example,
- His father had been killed by the

Rhodesian soldiers.
- Their field had been taken.
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2. In their groups, learners retell
the story of Comrade Pfepferere’s
involvement in the Chimurenga war.
Teacher moves around assisting
needy learners.

3. Teacher asks/signs volunteers
to retell the story of Comrade
Pfepferere and his involvement in
the Chimurenga war to the class.

Wednesday

Topic:  Picture reading of the 
Chimurenga soldiers

Objectives

During the lesson, learners will:
a) state the weapons used by soldiers
b) describe a soldier in the picture

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Stating
• Describing
• Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners to name

the weapons soldiers use. Learners
name the weapons, for example, a
gun, a bomb.

2. Teacher shows learners a picture of
a soldier and learners describe the
soldiers uniform.
For example:
- He is wearing a cap.
- He is wearing a green uniform.
- He is wearing protective shoes.

3. Learners read the picture of a soldier in
the learners’ reading book on page 26.

4. Learners describe the soldiers’
uniform and the weapons they use
in wars.

Thursday

Topic:  Colouring of a 
soldier’s uniform

Objective
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state the colours of a soldier’s uniform
b) colour the uniform worn by a soldier

using crayons

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Stating
• Colouring
• Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. In the workbook on page 26, learners

state the occupation of the person in
the picture to be coloured. Learners
can identify the occupation because
the person is holding a gun.

2. Learners discuss the colours of
soldiers’ uniforms.

3. Learners colour appropriately the
picture of a soldier in their workbook
on page 26 using the appropriate
colours. Teacher moves around
assisting learners with colouring.

4. Learners show each other their work.

Friday

Topic:  Moulding an image 
of a soldier

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) mould an image of a soldier using

plasticine, clay/play dough

Skills to be developed
• Construction
• Listening/observing
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• Fine motor skills

Learning activities
1. Teacher and learners talk about

the weapons soldiers use in their
occupations, for example they use
guns, bombs.

2. Teacher shows learners a sample
of a moulded soldier holding a gun.
Teacher also shows learners a toy

soldier also holding a gun and tells 
learners that they are to mould their 
own soldier.

3. Teacher distributes plasticine, clay/
play dough to learners and learners
work on their articles. Teacher
moves around assisting learners.

4. Learners display their articles after
showing their classmates their
articles.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to state 

what is 

involved in 

a war?

Are 

learners 

able to 

listen 

to war 

stories?

Are 

learners 

able to 

retell 

stories 

heard?

Are 

learners 

able to 

state 

reasons 

for going 

to war?

Are learners 

able to read a 

picture story 

about the war?

Are learners 

able to mould 

a soldier 

holding a 

gun?

Jane

Yvonne

Tavonga
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27 Working together in the 
community

CHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• appreciate working with others as a team
• discuss pictures showing people working

together
• develop a sense of working together as a

team

• read pictures on working together in the
community

• develop left to right orientation
• role-play different community activities

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 1.5

Suggested resources
Monday: a chart showing activities  

done as a team
Tuesday: a chart showing activities  

done as a team
Thursday: crayons

Monday

Topic: Working together

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) describe pictures of people working

together in a community
b) identify pictures of people working

together by touching/pointing
c) name the activities done in different

pictures on working together

Skills to be developed
• Identifying
• Pointing
• Touching
• Naming/signing
• Discussing/signing
• Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Teacher displays a chart on activities

that are done by people together as 
a team, for example, in the fields, 
people harvesting crops together in 
the fields, people working together in 
the vegetable garden.

2. Learners identify different activities
done in the pictures by pointing or
touching.

3. Learners name the activities being
done in the pictures.

4. Learners describe what is happening
in the pictures.

Tuesday

Topic: Collaboration

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify the activities done by people

as a team
b) answer questions about the activities

done in the pictures

Skills to be developed
• Identifying
• Answering questions
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Learners describe the activities

shown in the pictures on working
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together as a team which were used 
in the previous lesson.

2. Teacher distributes picture cards
with activities done by people as a
team. For example, people working
together to build a house; people
working together in a garden, people
playing soccer as a team; children
playing a game as a team.

3. In groups, learners describe the
activities done in the pictures.
Teacher moves around assisting the
learners.

4. Teacher and learners discuss the
importance of working together as a
team.

5. Teacher asks/signs learners
questions on the activities done in
the pictures.
For example:
What are people doing in the picture?
What are people watering in the
picture?

6. Learners respond to the questions.

Wednesday

Topic: Picture reading

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) read pictures on activities done as a

team in the community
b) describe the activities that are shown

in the picture

Skills to be developed
• Reading/signing
• Describing/signing
• Speaking

Learning activities
1. Teacher demonstrates singing a song

on working together and playing as a

team ‘Dance around together’, while 
learners are listening.
‘Play around together
In the sunny weather
Until, until
We all get tired x 2’

2. Teacher and learners practise
singing the song together.

3. Learners turn to their learners’
reading book on page 27. There are
some pictures showing activities
done by people as a team, for
example, people building a classroom
block together and children playing
a game together.

4. Learners describe what is happening
in the activities.

5. Teacher asks/signs a question:
Why are people working together?
Learners respond to the question.

Thursday

Topic:  Taking the child to 
the others

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) draw a line to join the child to the

group using crayons
b) move the hand from left to right

Skills to be developed
• Drawing
• Left to right orientation
• Joining

Learning activities
1. Learners sing the song ‘Dance

around together.’
2. Learners turn to their learners’

workbook on page 27, where there
are pictures showing, for example,
a child on one side and the other
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children on the other side. Learners 
take the child to the others by 
drawing a line to join the child with 
the others moving from left to right 
using crayons.

3. Teacher moves around watching how
learners are joining the child with
the others and giving assistance.

4. Learners show each other their
work.

Friday

Topic: Role-playing

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) role-play activities done as a team
b) sing a song on working together

Skills to be developed
• Role-playing
• Singing
• Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners sing the song ‘Play around

together’ learnt in the previous
lessons.

2. Teacher selects a few learners who
have been pre-coached and role-play
people building a house.

3. Learners can also role-play other
activities done together as a team
like watering the vegetable garden,
playing soccer, playing netball,
harvesting crops. They do it in
groups.

4. Learners sing the song ‘Play around
together.’

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners able to 

appreciate working 

together with other 

children?

Are learners able 

to read activities 

on people working 

together?

Are learners able 

to join pictures 

from left to 

right?

Are learners 

able to role-play 

activities done by 

people as a team?

Mildred
Tanaka
Denise
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28 Visual memoryCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners: 

 • name the different objects on display
 • identify the sequential order in which
objects are placed

 • recall the sequential order of objects from
memory

 • identify the order of events in a series of
pictures

 • recall the sequential order of events in a
picture story

 • identify the colours that can be used to
complete the patterns

 • colour the shapes according to the order
shown in the picture

 • sing a song

Source of matter
ECD A Syllabus 8.3 

Suggested resources
Monday: different objects like boxes,  

bottles, bags, books,  
pencils, crayons, bags

Tuesday:  different objects, for  
example, a box, bottle,  
bag, book, pencil

Wednesday: different objects, for  
example, box, bottle, table,  
book, pencil, crayon, chair,  
bag

Friday: beginners’ pencils and  
crayons

Monday

Topic:  Remembering the 
sequence of objects

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the different objects on display
b) identify the sequential order in

which objects are placed
c) recall the sequential order of objects

from memory

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming/ signing
 • Recalling

Learning activities 
1. The learners sing the good morning

song.
2. The teacher displays several objects

such as boxes, bottles, bags, books,
pencils, crayons and bags on the
table.

3. Learners identify and name the
objects on display. They identify
the order in which the objects are
placed.

4. Learners then recall the sequential
order of objects from memory. They
come forward to arrange the objects
in the order in which they had been
arranged. The activity is repeated
with different arrangements of
objects.

5. Learners answer some Yes /No
questions.
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Tuesday

 Topic:  Remembering the 
sequence of objects 

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the different objects on display
b) identify the sequential order in

which objects are placed
c) recall the sequential order of events

in a picture story

Skills to be developed 
 • Sequencing
 • Listening/ observing
 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming /signing
 • Recalling

Learning activities 
1. The learners collect different objects

from the play areas and place them
on their tables, at least one item
each. The learners name the objects.

2. Learners are helped by the teacher
to arrange their objects in an order of
their own choice but arranging only
three items per sequence. Others in
the group recall what the order was,
once it has been moved out of order.

3. Learners sing the song ‘tidying up’ as
they take the objects back to where
they had collected them from.

Wednesday

Topic:  Sequential order of 
objects

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) sing the song ‘Baa, baa, black sheep’

b) dentify the sequential order of how
the objects were removed from the
box

c) recall the order of objects from
memory

Skills to be developed 
 • Singing
 • Identifying /signing
 • Recalling
 • Sequencing

Learning activities 
1. Teacher introduces the song ‘Baa,

baa, black sheep’.
2. Learners sing the song:

Baa, baa black sheep,
Have you any wool?
Yes, Sir, yes Sir,
Three bags full.
One for the Master,
One for the dame,
And one for the little boy
Who lives down the lane.

3. The teacher shows children a box
with different objects like a bottle,
tin, box, bag, and book. Children
name the items.

4. The teacher removes the different
objects one by one (from a maximum
of three items). Learners are then
asked to recall the order in which the
items were removed from the box.

5. In groups, learners are given smaller
boxes and they take turns in
removing three items from the box
whilst the rest of the group members
recall the order in which objects were
removed from the boxes. The teacher
goes around assisting those learners
who have challenges in recalling the
order of objects.

6. Learners sing the song ‘Baa, baa,
black sheep’ as a class.
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Thursday

Topic:  Picture reading: 
Order of events 

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify the order of events in a series

of pictures
b) identify the colours that can be used

to complete the patterns.

Skills to be developed 
 • Reading/signing
 • Naming/ signing

Learning activities 
1. Learners sing the song ‘Baa, baa,

black sheep’ as a class.
2. Learners read pictures showing a girl

writing patterns from shapes and
colours which are in the learners’
reader on page 28.

4. Learners read the pictures and
identify the sequence of patterns
in the picture story. Learners then
help the girl to finish her patterns
by telling her the shape and colour

to use on each pattern. The teacher 
will be going around assisting those 
who have challenges identifying the 
sequence.

5. The learners help the teacher in
completing the pattern on the board.

Friday

Topic: Pattern writing

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) draw patterns of their choice

Skills to be developed
 • Identification
 • Naming/signing
 • Reading/signing
 • Colouring/brailling

Learning activities 
1. The learners discusses the patterns

shown on the charts. .
2. Learners turn to their workbooks on

page 28 and draw  patterns from left
to right.

3. Learners show each other their work.

Assessment
Yes No Sometimes 

Is the learner able to name the different objects on display?

Is the learner able to identify the sequential order in which 
objects are placed?

Is the learner able to recall the sequential order of objects from 
memory?

Is the learner able to recall the sequential order of events in a 
picture story of patterns?

Is the learner able to colour the patterns of shapes from memory?

Is the learner able to sing the song?
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29 Children have rightsCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• develop an awareness of their rights
• know their responsibilities
• read a picture of violations of children’s rights

• circle a picture showing violations of their
rights

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 1.5

Suggested resources
Monday:  chart with children  

exercising their rights
Tuesday:  chart with children exercising  

responsibilities
Thursday: crayons

Monday

Topic: Children’s rights

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) describe the activities shown on the

chart
b) state their rights as children

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Describing
• Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Teacher shows learners a chart with

children exercising their rights, for
example, children going to school,
children eating food, children
drinking clean and safe water.

2. Learners describe what they are
seeing on the chart.

3. Teacher asks learners to state the
importance of going to school, eating
food, drinking safe water. Learners
respond appropriately.
For example:
We go to school to learn so that we
get jobs.
We drink clean water so that we do
not get sick.

4. Learners in groups state what they
are expected to do as children, for
example, going to school, eating
food, drinking safe water. Teacher
moves around assisting learners in
need.

Tuesday

Topic:  Children’s 
responsibilities

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state their rights
b) state their responsibilities in keeping

their rights

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing
• Recalling
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Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners to state

their rights as children. Learners
state their rights, as follows:
- right to go to school
- right to food
- right to clean and safe water

2. Teacher displays a chart with
children exercising their rights, for
example, going to school, eating
food, getting treatment.

3. Learners observe the chart and
discuss how their rights can be
maintained, for example:
- My duty is to go to school.
- My duty is to eat the food.
- My duty is to drink safe water.

4. Teacher asks/signs a few learners
on their responsibilities as children.

5. Learners respond to the questions.

Wednesday

Topic:  Picture reading 
of violation of 
children’s rights

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state their rights as children
b) state their responsibilities
c) read pictures of violation of children’s

rights

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Stating
• Reading/signing
• Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Learners state their rights as learnt

in the previous lesson.
2. Learners state their responsibilities

in maintaining their rights.
3. In their learners’ reading book on

page 29, learners identify pictures
in which their rights are not being
upheld or promoted, for example,
one picture showing a child being
beaten by an adult, a picture of a
child being fed by mother and a
picture of a child who is sick and is
taken to hospital.

4. Learners describe what is happening
in each of the pictures and tell
whether their rights are being
violated or not.

Thursday

Topic:  Violation of 
children’s rights

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state their responsibility in upholding

their rights
b) circle pictures showing violation of

their rights starting from left to right
using crayons

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Listening
• Writing
• Left to right orientation

Learning activities
1. Learners talk about their 

responsibilities in having their rights 
upheld.

2. Learners talk about ways in which
their rights are violated.

3. In their workbook on page 29, where
there are pictures showing a child
being beaten by an adult, a child
being fed by the mother and a child
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being taken to a clinic, learners 
choose one picture which shows 
violation of their rights and circle it 
using crayons, 

4. Learners show their work to friends.

Friday

Topic: 

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) dramatize the scenes on the violation

of their rights as children

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Dramatizing
• Listening/observing
• Recalling
• Stating

Learning activities
1. Learners state ways in which their

rights as children are violated.
For example:
- not being given food
- not being sent to school
- not being given safe water

2. Teacher explains/signs to learners
that it is a violation of a child’s right
not to send him/her to school.

3. Learners dramatize life at a
homestead in which children are not
sent to school because the father
prefers drinking beer than sending
children to school and paying school
fees.

4. Learners state how children’s
rights are violated in this
homestead.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to state 

their rights as 

children?

Are learners able 

to state their 

responsibilities in 

maintaining their 

rights?

Are learners able 

to read pictures of 

how their rights 

are violated?

Are learners able 

to encircle pictures 

showing violation of 

their rights?

Vongai

Ruvimbo

Petros
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30 Human rightsCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• state their human rights
• name the different services that people get

in order to enjoy their rights
• read pictures of people accessing

different services
• colour a picture of people in a clinic
• collage a picture of a hut using shapes
• recite a rhyme on human rights

Sources of matter
ECD A syllabus 1.5

Suggested resources
Tuesday:  a chart on service providing  

centres such as clinic, 
school, church

Thursday: crayons
Friday: a template of a hut, glue, 

coloured shapes

Monday

Topic:  People have 
rights

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state human rights
b) discuss the human rights

Skills to be developed
• Stating huan rights
• Speaking/signing
• Discussing

Learning activities
1. Teacher recites a rhyme on human

rights while learners are listening.
I am a human-being.
I have a right to food.
I have a right to shelter.
I have a right to education.
So I am a human-being.

2. Teacher and learners practise
reciting the new rhyme on human
rights with actions.

3. Teacher and learners state human
rights which include the right to
food, the right to education, the
right to protection and the right to
shelter.

4. Teacher and learners discuss human
rights indicating that humans need
food, education, shelter and protection
among others.

5. Learners practise reciting a rhyme
on human rights.

Tuesday

Topic:  Different services for 
people

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state the services that should be

provided for people
b) discuss the services that need to be

provided for people to enjoy their
rights

Skills to be developed
• Stating/signing
• Discussing/signing
• Speaking/signing
• Listening
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Learning activities
1. Learners practise reciting a rhyme

on human rights.
2. Learners state their rights as human

beings such as right to food, the right
to education and the right to shelter.

3. Teacher shows learners a chart on
services that make human beings
enjoy their rights which include a
clinic, school, church.

4. Learners name the services they see
on the chart.

5. Learners discuss how the services
help people enjoy their rights. For
example, people go to school to get
education, people go to the clinic
to be in good health, people go to
church to worship.

Wednesday

Topic:  Picture reading on 
social services

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) read a picture on social services for

people
b) discuss the importance of social

services

Skills to be developed
• Reading/signing
• Discussing/signing
• Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners recite a rhyme on ‘human

rights’ which was learnt in the 
previous lessons.

2. Learners turn to their learners’
reading book on page 30 where
there are pictures of social services.
Learners look closely at the pictures.

They name the social services in the 
pictures which include a school, 
clinic and church.

3. Learners discuss the importance
of the social services to people. For
example, when people are sick, they
go to the clinic

Thursday

Topic: Colouring a picture

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) colour a picture of a clinic using

crayons
b) recite a rhyme on ‘human rights’

Skills to be developed
• Colouring
• Fine motor skills
• Reciting/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners recite a rhyme on ‘human

rights’, which they learnt in the
previous lessons.

2. Learners colour a picture of people
in a clinic in the workbook on page
30 using crayons. Teacher moves
around assisting those learners who
need help.

3. Learners show each other their
work.

Friday

Topic: Picture collage

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the social services for people
b) collage a picture of a hut using glue

and different coloured shapes
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Skills to be developed
• Naming/signing
• Collaging
• Fine motor skills

Learning activities
1. Learners name the social services

like school, church and clinic which
make people enjoy their rights.

2. Teacher traces round the template of
a hut on a chart for every learner.

3. Learners turn to page 31 of their
workbooks and trace in the picture
of a hut.

4. Learners collage the picture of a hut
using different shapes in different
colours using glue. Teacher moves
around watching learners carrying
out their task and giving assistance
to those learners who need help.

5. Learners show each other their
work.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are 

learners 

able to 

name their 

human 

rights?

Are 

learners 

able to 

state the 

importance 

of social 

services?

Are 

learners 

able to 

state the 

different 

social 

services?

Are 

learners 

able to read 

a picture 

on social 

services?

Are 

learners 

able to 

colour the 

pictures?

Are learners 

able to 

collage a 

picture?

Philip

Jonah

Makanaka
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31 Responsiblities at home and at
school 

CHAPTER

Aims
To help learners: 

 • identify the activities being carried out by
the children on the chart.

 • describe the events taking place in the
responsibilities chart

 • state their different roles/responsibilities at
home and at school

 • mime the different activities that they do at

home and at school
 • name the activities that adult members of
different families do at home

 • describe how they help in the different
activities at home.

 • sing a song

Source of matter
ECD A Syllabus 1.5

Suggested resources
Monday: chart showing learners’  

different responsibilities at  
home and at school

Tuesday: chart showing learners’  
different responsibilities at  
home and at school

Friday:  beginners’ pencils and crayons

Monday

Topic:  Responsibilities at 
home and at school

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify the activities being carried

out by the children on the chart
b) describe the events taking place in

the responsibilities chart
c) state their different roles at home

and at school

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Reading/Signing
 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming/ signing

Learning activities 
1. Teacher discusses the charts on

children’s responsibilities at
home (chart showing a girl/boy
child washing their plates, tidying
up after playing, helping an adult
in the garden, playing with a
younger sibling) and at school
(chart showing boy/girl child
listening to the teacher, picking
up litter, washing their hands,
tidying up in the play area) with
the learners. Learners identify the
activities being carried out by the
children in the chart.

2. In groups, learners describe
the activities taking place in
the responsibilities chart. The
teacher goes around the groups
assisting those learners who
have challenges in describing the
events.

3. Teacher genarates a class
discussion on the learner’s
responsibilities at home and at
school.

4. Learners then state the different
activities which they are supposed
to help with at home and at school.
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Tuesday

Topic:  Responsibilities at 
home and at school

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state their different roles/

responsibilities at home and at 
school

b) mime the different activities which
they do at home and at school

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Speaking
 • Naming /signing
 • Miming

Learning activities 
1. Learners are asked to identify from

the chart the different activities
that they help with at home and at
school. Learners are encouraged by
the teacher to do such activities.

2. Learners in their groups mime the
different activities that they do at
home and at school. The teacher
goes around the class assisting those
learners with challenges in miming.

3. Learners present their miming
activities to the rest of the class who
have to describe what the group is
doing.

Wednesday

Topic: Responsibilities 

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the activities that adult

members of different families do at
home

b) describe how they help in the
different activities at home.

c) sing a song

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming /signing
 • Describing
 • Singing

Learning activities 
1. The learners are asked to identify the

activities that adult members of the
different families do. The learners
then describe how they help in these
activities.

2. Learners are introduced to the Big
mama song:
Down in the river,
Where nobody can see,
There is a big, fat mummy washing
her clothes;
Ah! rub rub here,
Ah! rub rub there.
This is the way she washes her
clothes.

3. Learners sing the song as a class
with the teacher’s help. Learners
accompany the song with actions.
Learners then practise the song in
groups.

4. Learners sing the song as a class.

Thursday

Topic: Picture reading

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) describe the different events taking

place in the pictures
b) name the different activities being
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carried out by the children in the 
pictures

c) identify the roles that they can help
with at home

Skills to be developed 
 • Reading/signing
 • Naming/ signing

Learning activities 
1. Learners sing ‘Big mama’ song.
2. Learners read different pictures of

different chores done by children at
home in the learners’ reader on page 31.

3. Learners read the pictures and
describe the events taking place in
the pictures. The teacher will be
going around assisting those who
have challenges naming the objects.

4. Learners answer questions from the
teacher based on different chores
children are doing in their books.

Friday

Topic: Matching 

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the activities that adult

members of different families do at 
home 

b) describe how they help in the
different activities at home

Skills to be developed
 • Naming/ signing
 • Discussing/signing
 • Matching

Learning activities 
1. Leanrs read the pictures in the

workbook on page 32. They
describe what is happening in
each of the pictures.

2. Learners read the pictures to
identify matching objects in the
learners’ workbook on page 32.
There are pictures of a broom and
a woman sweeping, shoe brush
and a boy polishing his school
shoes, kitchen hand-basin and a
boy washing plates.

3. Learners then join the matching
objects with a line from left to
right using crayons.

4. Learners then answer questions
on objects which match.

Assessment
Yes No Sometimes 

Is the learner able to identify the activities being carried out 

by the children in the chart?

Is the learner able to describe the events taking place in the 

responsibilities chart?

Is the learner able to state their different roles at home and 

at school?
Is the learner able to mime the different activities that 

children do at home and at school?
Is the learner able to name the activities that adult 

members of different families do at home?
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32 GamesCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• develop balancing skills
• develop thinking skills
• build patterns using dominoes

• develop gross motor skills through playing
games

• sing songs as they play the games

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.3

Suggested resources
Tuesday:  two-piece puzzles of  

different pictures
Thursday:  picture dominoes

Monday

Topic:  The game: ‘Big 
cock’

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) sing the song ‘Big cock’
b) show balancing skills as they play

the game

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Balancing
• Singing
• Producing cock sound

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners to

state games they have once played.
Learners name the games.

2. Teacher introduces the ‘Big cock’
game song to learners, while learners
listen.
Big cock x 2
Who is the big cock?
Big cock x 2

Who is the big cock?
3. Learners practise the song as a

class.
4. Teacher demonstrates the game to

learners. Learners in pairs practise
the game while balancing on one
leg. The learner who is bumped into
loses control and steps on both feet,
loses and the winner will produce a
cock sound and is the big cock.

Tuesday

Topic: Reading puzzles

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) join puzzle pieces to produce pictures
b) name the pictures produced

Skills to be developed
• Joining
• Constructing
• Naming
• Speaking/signing
• Creating

Learning activities
1. Teacher demonstrates joining cut

pictures to produce a full picture as
learners observe.

2. Learners name the picture produced
by the teacher through joining cut
pieces.

3. Teacher distributes two piece
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puzzles of different pictures to 
learners in groups. Learners follow 
teacher’s demonstration to join the 
pieces. Learners name the picture 
produced, for example, an orange, a 
zebra, a cup.

4. Teacher asks/signs a volunteer to
complete a given two-piece puzzle
before the class. The class names
the picture produced.

Wednesday

Topic: Singing with actions

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) sing a song with actions

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Singing
• Acting

Learning activities
1. Learners sing their favourite song as

a class, performing actions.
2. Teacher introduces them to a new

song called ‘With Jesus in the vessel’
performing actions
With Jesus in the vessel,
We can smile at the storm.
Smile at the storm, smile at the

storm,
With Jesus in the vessel,
We can smile at the storm as we are 

sailing home.
Sailing, sailing home x 2
With Jesus in the vessel,
We can smile at the storm as we are 

sailing home.
3. Learners and teacher practise the

song as a class and then as groups 
performing the patterned actions.

4. Teacher asks/signs volunteers to
perform the actions as they sing
before the class.

Thursday

Topic: Picture dominoes

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) arrange picture dominoes to produce

a pattern
b) describe the patterns they produce

Skills to be developed
• Arranging patterns
• Observing
• Describing

Learning activities
1. Learners observe as teacher 

produces a pattern using some 
different objects, for example, red 
block, green block – red block, green 
block.

2. Teacher asks/signs some learners
to come in front and use cups
of different colours to produce a
pattern. For example, white cup –
yellow cup – white cup – yellow cup.
Selected learners make the patterns.

3. Teacher distributes picture
dominoes to learners in groups and
asks/signs them to use pictures on
the dominoes to produce patterns.
Learners work on the pieces given.
Teacher moves around assisting
some of the learners.

4. Teacher asks/signs learners to
describe the pattern they produced.
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Friday

Topic: The game of ‘pada’

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) play the game of ‘pada’ correctly
b) balance on one leg as they play the

game

Skills to be developed
• Playing
• Balancing
• Recalling
• Throwing
• Counting

• Listening/observing
• Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Teacher explains playing of the game

of ‘pada’ to learners. Learners listen
to teacher’s explanation.

2. Teacher demonstrates playing the
game of ‘pada’ as learners observe.

3. Learners in groups play the game of
‘pada’ and compete with each other.
Teacher moves around assisting
learners in need of assistance.

4. Teacher asks/signs good performers
to demonstrate to the class.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to 

balance on 

one leg as 

they play the 

‘pada’ game?

Are learners 

able to 

complete 

the puzzles 

correctly?

Are learners 

able to make 

patterns 

using picture 

dominoes?

Are learners 

developing 

gross motor 

skills as 

they play the 

games?

Are learners 

able to sing the 

songs as they 

play the games?

Monica
Lizzie
Nyasha
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33 Factual storiesCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• develop listening skills through story-telling
• develop speaking skills through story telling
• develop reading skills through  

picture reading
• develop fine motor skills through drawing

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.2

Suggested resources
Wednesday: audio recorder
Friday: crayons

Monday

Topic: News from home

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) tell their news from home
b) listen to the news as told by others
c) retell other learners’ news

Skills to be developed
• Telling/signing
• Listening/observing
• Speaking/signing
• Retelling/signing

Learning activities
1. Teacher tells learners news about a

thief that broke into a house at night
at home while learners are listening.

2. Learners also tell their news from
home.

3. In groups, learners tell their news
to each other while teacher moves
around listening to learners’ news.
Learners retell other learners’ news.

4. Teacher selects at least two learners
who tell their news to the rest of the
learners while others are listening.

Tuesday

Topic: Today’s news

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) tell their day’s news
b) retell other learners’ news
c) listen to the news being told

Skills to be developed
• Telling news/signing
• Listening/observing
• Retelling/signing
• Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Teacher tells his/her day’s news

about what she saw on her way to
school while learners are listening.

2. Learners tell their day’s news about
what they saw or what happened
on the way as they were coming to
school.

3. Learners retell news told by other
learners.

4. Teacher asks/signs at least two
learners to tell their day’s news to
the rest of the learners.
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Wednesday

Topic:  Listening to the 
news

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) listen to news from an audio recorder
b) retell the news

Skills to be developed
• Listening
• Retelling/signing
• Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Teacher plays the audio recorder,

which she/he had recorded news 
on school children who were stung 
by bees when they were playing 
on their way home from school. 
The school children were taken 
to the clinic for treatment. On the 
following day, these school children 
did not go to school because their 
faces were swollen. School children 
were advised not to tease the bees 
whenever they see them.

2. Learners are asked to retell the news
that has been read from an audio- 
recorder.

3. Teacher asks learners some 
questions about the news read.
For example;
- Who were stung by the bees?
- Where were the school children

going?
- Where did the school children go

for treatment?

Thursday

Topic: News from pictures

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) tell news from pictures
b) discuss activities in the picture

Skills to be developed
• Listening
• Telling/signing
• Discussing/signing
• Speaking/signing
• Describing/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners retell the news they heard

from an audio recorder about
the children who were stung by the
bees.

2. Learners turn to page 32 in the
learners’ reading book where there
is a picture of school-children being
stung by bees.

3. Learners describe what they see
happening in the picture.

4. Teacher and learners discuss the
picture. Learners answer questions
about the picture.
For example;
- What is happening in the picture?
- Where are the children coming

from?
- Where will they go from here?

5. Teacher asks/signs learners some
questions about the picture.
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Friday

Topic: Free drawing

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) retell the story of school children

being stung by bees
b) draw a picture of what they ate in

the morning before they came to
school using crayons

Skills to be developed
• Recalling
• Retelling/signing
• Drawing
• Imagining
• Writing
• Colouring

Learning activities
1. Learners retell the story which they

heard from an audio recorder where 
school children were stung by bees.

2. Learners name the food that they
ate in the morning before they came
to school. For example; porridge,
sadza, mahewu, bread, rice.

3. Learners do free drawing of the food
that they ate in the morning in their
workbooks on page 33. Teacher
moves around watching learners
draw the food they ate in the morning
before they came to school.

4. Learners show each other their
work.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to tell 

news that 

happened at 

home?

Are learners 

able to tell 

news that 

happened 

on the way 

to school?

Are 

learners 

able to 

listen to 

news from 

an audio 

recorder?

Are 

learners 

able to 

retell the 

news they 

heard from 

an audio 

recorder?

Are learners 

able to read 

a picture 

on school 

children 

who were 

stung by 

bees?

Are learners 

able to 

draw the 

food they 

ate in the 

morning?

Josphat
Ruramai
Gideon
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34 Uses of moneyCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners: 

 • identify the coins used in Zimbabwe
 • name some of the coins used in Zimbabwe
 • describe what is happening in the pictures
 • state some common uses of money
 • dramatise some common uses of money

 • read the pictures of different coins used in
Zimbabwe

 • identify matching/similar coins
 • circle the coin that matches the one shown
at the beginning of the row

Source of matter
ECD A Syllabus 1.5

Suggested resources
Monday: chart showing different coins
Tuesday: chart with pictures of  

what money is commonly  
used for, video, audio

Wednesday: paper coins
Friday:  chart, beginners’ pencils  

and crayons

Monday

Topic: Money

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify the coins used  in Zimbabwe
b) name some of the coins used in

Zimbabwe

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming/ signing

Learning activities 
1. Learners sing the good morning song
2. The teacher displays a chart showing

pictures of different coins used in 
the country.

3. Learners identify the different coins
up to the value of five cents. They
name the coins.

4. Learners answer questions on the
coins.

Tuesday

Topic: Using money

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) describe what is happening in the

pictures
b) state some common uses of money

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming /signing

Learning activities 
1. Learners identify and name the

different coins shown in the chart
which are used in Zimbabwe.

2. Learners read the chart, watch the
video and listen to the audio on the
uses of money.

ECD A English TG.indb   101 8/2/2017   3:09 PM



102 
Uses of money  34

3. Teacher generates a class discussion
on the different uses of money
identified in the audio, video or
chart.

4. In their groups, learners talk about
what their parents/guardians use
money for and what they themselves
use money for. They use the paper
coins to identify what they can buy.

5. Learners recite a rhyme of their own
choice.

Wednesday

Using money

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) dramatise what money is used for

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming /signing
 • Dramatising

Learning activities 
1. Learners identify the names of the

different coins from the provided
paper coins

2. Teacher generates discussion on the
different uses of money. Learners
state what they can buy with
different coins.

3. Learners in their groups act out the
different uses of money. The teacher
goes around assisting those with
challenges.

4. One group dramatises what they
were doing before the whole class.

Thursday

Topic: Picture reading

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) describe the events taking place in

the picture story

Skills to be developed 
 • Reading/signing
 • Naming/ signing
 • Describing/signing

Learning activities 
1. Learners read pictures showing

the different uses of money in
the learners’ reader on page 33.
They read pictures of a boy buying
fruits and of a man buying a
peacock.

2. Learners read the pictures and
describe the events taking place in
the pictures. The teacher will be
going around assisting those who
have challenges naming the objects.

3. Learners answer questions on
the events taking place in the
pictures.

Friday

Matching

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) read the pictures of different coins

used in Zimbabwe
b) identify matching/similar coins
c) circle the coin that matches the one

shown at the beginning of the row
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Skills to be developed
 • Reading/ signing
 • Identifying
 • Circling/ brailling
 • Matching

Learning activities 
1. Learners talk about the diffrent

coins used in Zimbabwe.
2. Learners identify the coins used in

Zimbabwe.
3. Learners turn to page 34 of their

workbooks and carry out the activity
of coin rubbing using crayons.
Learners rub any two coins of their
choice.

Assessment
Yes No Sometimes 

Is the learner able to identify the coins used in 

Zimbabwe?

Is the learner able to name some of the coins used in 

Zimbabwe?

Is the learner able to describe what is happening in the 

pictures?

Is the learner able to state some common uses of 

money?

Is the learner able to dramatise some common uses of 

money?

Is the learner able to read the pictures of different coins 

used in Zimbabwe?

Is the learner able to identify matching/similar coins?

Is the learner able to circle the coin that matches the 

one shown at the beginning of the row?
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35 Picture storiesCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• arrange pictures to produce a story
• read a story from arranged pictures
• tell a story from sequenced pictures

• complete sequence using different objects
• write a story using pictures
• observe pictures to establish sequence

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 8.3

Suggested resources
Monday:  pictures that tell a story
Tuesday:  pictures to sequence
Thursday: given objects, for example,  

red cup, blue plate, 
Friday: pictures, glue, chart

Monday

Topic: Picture sequencing

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) listen to a story
b) observe pictures to establish

sequence

Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Observing
• Sequencing
• Speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Teacher tells/signs learners a story

about men who carried their friend
to Jesus for healing. Learners listen
to the story from the teacher.

2. Teacher asks/signs learners to retell
the story. Learners retell the story.

3. Teacher provides the learners with
pictures to observe and help them

retell the story, for example, picture
of four men carrying a friend on a
mat to Jesus, four men could not
find a way to Jesus because of the
crowd, four men carrying their friend
to the roof-top to drop their friend to
Jesus and a picture of the smiling
healed man.

4. Learners tell the story depicted in
the pictures.

Tuesday

Topic:  Arranging pictures 
sequentially

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) observe the pictures to produce a

sequence
b) sequence the pictures to produce a

story

Skills to be developed
• Observing
• Sequencing
• Discussing/signing

Learning activities
1. Learners retell a story learnt in the

previous lesson in pictures.
2. Teacher provides learners with

pictures to observe and sequence to
produce a story in groups. Learners
observe the pictures provided for
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sequencing (a boy opening the kraal, 
boy going to herd cattle, boy playing 
with plastic ball and cattle eating in 
a maize field). 

3. Teacher asks/signs learners to
observe the picture and sequence
the pictures. Learners sequence the
pictures and tell the story.

4. Groups tell their sequenced stories
to the class.

Wednesday

Topic: Story

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) observe pictures and establish

sequence
b) tell the story as it happened

Skills to be developed
• Observing
• Speaking/signing
• Recalling
• Discussing

Learning activities
1. Learners tell a story from the pictures

arranged in the previous lesson.
2. Learners observe pictures in the

learners’ book on page 34 to establish
sequence in pairs. Learners discuss
the sequence in pairs (a thief entering
home through the gate, a thief in the
house, thief getting out of a house
through the window and a thief being
led to a police station by police officers
with a radio in his hand).

3. Learners tell the story in the correct
sequence they have produced to
each other.

4. Teacher asks/signs learners to tell
their stories to the class.

Thursday

Topic: Pattern-making

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) sequence given objects producing a

pattern
b) complete a sequence to complete the

pattern using crayons

Skills to be developed
• Sequencing
• Patterning
• Discussing
• Observing
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing

 • Left to right orientation

Learning activities
1. Learners are asked to sequence given

objects into a pattern, for example;
red cup – blue plate – red cup – blue
plate

2. Learners complete the sequence by
drawing the pattern shown in the
learners’ workbook on page 35 using
crayons.

3. Teacher moves around assisting
learners.

4. Learners will show their work to
their friends.

Friday

Topic: Pasting pictures to 
produce a story

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) observe pictures and establish a

sequence
b) paste pictures to produce a story

ECD A English TG.indb   105 8/2/2017   3:09 PM



106 
Picture stories  35 

Skills to be developed
• Observing
• Pasting
• Sequencing

Learning activities
1. Learners are given pictures to observe

a sequence that produce a story.
2. Learners arrange their pictures in

groups to formulate a story. Teacher
moves around assisting learners
with difficulties.

3. Teacher provides glue to learners
who have produced a meaningful
sequence to paste their pictures.

4. Learners tell the stories they have
produced to the class showing the
pasted pictures in the chart, for
example, baboons going down a
mountain, male baboon sitting on a
rock besides a maize field and other
baboons stealing maize in the field.

Assessment
Name 

of child

Are learners 

able to 

arrange 

pictures in a 

sequence?

Are learners 

able to read 

a story from 

arranged 

pictures?

Are learners 

able to tell 

a story from 

sequenced 

pictures?

Are learners 

able to 

complete a 

sequence 

correctly?

Are 

learners 

able to 

write a 

story using 

pictures?

Are learners 

able to 

observe 

pictures to 

establish 

sequence?

Sandra
Chido

Willie
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36 Who takes care of us?CHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• state people who take care of children
• discuss roles of parents/guardians in taking

care of children
• role-play on how parents take care of

children

• sing lullabies
• develop pre-reading skills through picture

reading
• develop fine motor skills through colouring

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 1.5

Suggested resources
Wednesday: dolls
Friday: crayons

Monday

Topic:  Different roles of 
parents/guardians

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) recite a rhyme on ‘parents take care’
b) state how parents/guardians take

care of their children

Skills to be developed
• Reciting/signing
• Stating/signing
• Speaking/signing
• Listening

Learning activities
1. Teacher recites a rhyme on ‘Parents

take care’ while learners listen
Parents, parents x 2
You are important,
You feed us,
You take care of our health,
You give us shelter,
You send us to school,
See, how much you care for us.

2. Learners practise reciting the rhyme
together with the teacher.

3. Teacher and learners discuss ways
which parents/guardians use to
take care of children. For example,
parents/guardians feed children,
provide shelter for children, clothe
children, send children to school.

4. Learners practise reciting the rhyme
‘Parents take care’.

Tuesday

Topic:  At the dramatic 
area

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) dramatize how parents take care of

children

Skills to be developed
• Dramatizing
• Speaking/signing
• Listening
• Watching
• Pretending
• Stating

Learning activities
1. Learners recite a rhyme on ‘Parents

take care’ which was learnt in the
previous lesson.
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2. Learners state how parents/guardians
take care of children (for example,
feeding and clothing their children).

3. Teacher encourages learners to go to
the dramatic area (home area, shop
area and clinic area) and dramatize
how parents/guardians take care
of them. Teacher moves around
watching how learners engage in the
activity and giving assistance where
necessary.

4. Learners recite a rhyme on ‘Parents
take care’ in groups.

Wednesday

Topic: Singing lullabies

Objectives 
During the lesson, learners will:
• sing lullabies on how parents take

care of children
• role-playing
• speaking/signing

Learning activities
1. Teacher sings a lullaby while holding

a doll with actions.
Rock, rock baby x 2
Sleep, sleep baby x 2
Baby is sleeping
I love you my baby
Don’t cry my baby.

2. Teacher and learners practise
singing the lullabies with actions.

3. In groups, learners sing lullabies
they learn at home from parents/
guardians and siblings. Teacher
listens and watches as learners
engage in the activity.

4. Learners sing the lullaby learnt from
the teacher.

Thursday

Topic: Picture reading

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) read a picture story showing how

mother takes care of the baby
b) read picture story from top to bottom
c) discuss the picture
d) answer questions about the  

picture

Skills to be developed
• Reading/brailling
• Discussing/signing
• Speaking
• Listening
• Answering
• Responding

Learning activities
1. Learners sing the lullaby learnt in

the previous lesson.
2. Learners turn to learners’ reading

book on page 35 where there are
pictures that tell a story on how
mother takes care of the baby. The
pictures show:
- mother breast-feeding the baby
- mother bathing the baby
- mother leaving the clinic with the

baby
3. Teacher and learners discuss other

ways of how mother takes care of
the baby such as protecting the
child from the sun, rain, cold and
strangers.

4. Learners sing lullabies they  
know.
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Friday

Topic: Colouring a picture

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) colour a picture using crayons

Skills to be developed
• Colouring
• Imagining
• Fine and motor skills

Learning activities
1. Learners practise singing a lullaby

learnt in the previous lessons with 
actions.

2. Learners name ways in which
mother takes care of the baby.

3. Learners turn to the learners’
workbook on page 36. There is a
picture of mother bathing the baby
in a dish with soap and a towel.
Learners colour the picture using
crayons.

4. Teacher moves around assisting
learners who need help.

5. Learners show each other their
work.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners 

able to state 

people who 

take care of 

them?

Are learners 

aware of 

parents/

guardians’ 

roles in 

taking care 

of children?

Are learners 

able to role 

play different 

roles that 

parents/

guardians 

play in 

taking care 

of children?

Are 

learners 

able to sing 

lullabies?

Are 

learners 

able to read 

pictures 

and get the 

stories out 

of them?

Are 

learners 

able to 

colour 

pictures?

Judith
Tsitsi
Gerald
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37 Action with wordsCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners: 

 • name the words associated with specific
actions

 • act out the actions described by some words
 • read pictures of different actions
 • identify the actions being carried out in the
pictures

 • choose an action which is the odd one out

of a series of actions 
 • circle the objects which are the odd ones out
 • give commands on specific actions
 • execute the commands to do specific
instructions

 • carry out a series of instructions.

Source of matter
ECD A Syllabus 8.2

Suggested resources
Friday: crayons

Monday

Topic: Action with words

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the words associated with

specific actions
b) act out the actions described by

some words

Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming/ signing
 • Following instructions

Learning activities 
1. The learners sing the ‘good morning’

song.
2. Teacher does some action and asks

learners to name words associated
with the specific action, for example

the teacher can do an action of 
jumping and the learners should be 
able to bring out the word ‘jump’.

3. Teacher introduces learners to
different words associated with
specific actions and demonstrates
to children what the words mean.
Examples can include the words
jump, walk, run, sit.

4. Learners perform the different
actions when the teacher mentions
the words first as a class and then
in groups. The teacher will be going
around assisting those who have
challenges in performing the actions.

5. Learners perform one action as a
class.

Tuesday

Topic: Action with words

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:

a) name the words associated with
specific actions

b) act out the actions described by
some words

c) carry out a series of instructions.
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Skills to be developed 
 • Listening/ observing
 • Speaking
 • Identifying
 • Naming /signing

Learning activities 
1. The teacher says different words and

demonstrates the action associated
with a specific word. When children
are given the word, they carry out
the action as a class, for example,
jump, run, walk, sit, clap, nod your
head.

2 Learners carry out the actions 
described by some words and 
practise stating what they are doing 
by saying, “I am……………………” 
They first practise as a class and 
then in groups.

3. The learners sing the song, ‘If you
are happy and you know it’.

Wednesday

Topic:  Picture reading of 
actions

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) read pictures of different actions
b) identify the actions being carried out

in the pictures
c) play the game ‘Simon says’

Skills to be developed 
 • Reading/ signing
 • Identifying
 • Naming/ signing

Learning activities 
1. The learners play the game, ‘Simon

says………………’ where learners 
are only supposed to perform 

instructions given by Simon, they 
are supposed to ignore all other 
instructions.

2. Learners then read pictures of
different actions shown in the
learners’ reader on page 36, of a
girl jumping, a boy running, mother
sitting on a chair, and of a boy
walking.

3. The learners identify the actions
being carried out in the pictures
and describe them in groups.
Teacher goes around assisting those
with challenges in identifying and
describing actions shown in the
pictures.

4. Learners play the game ‘Simon says’.

Thursday

Topic: Action with words

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) give commands on specific actions
b) execute the commands to do specific

instructions
c) carry out a series of instructions

Skills to be developed 
 • Speaking/signing
 • Listening/observing

Learning activities 
1. Learners sing the rhyme, ‘If you are

happy and you know it’. The teacher 
gives commands on specific actions 
to be carried out with the song and 
learners sing accordingly.

2. The teacher gives specific commands
of actions to be carried out in the
following manner: Sit down, jump,
run, clap your hands etc and the
learners carry out the commands
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whilst stating what it is that they are 
doing, for example, I am running.

3. Learners give each other actions to do
in groups and they do those actions.
The teacher goes around assisting
those having challenges associating
the words with the actions to do.

4. Learners carry out a series of
instructions as a class.

Friday

Topic: Odd one out

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) identify the actions being carried out

in the pictures
b) choose an action which is the odd

one out of a series of actions
c) circle the actions which are the odd

ones out

Skills to be developed
 • Identification
 • Naming/ signing
 • Reading/ signing
 • Circling/ brailling

Learning activities 
1. Learners read pictures of different

actions which are in the learners’
workbook on page 37 and identify
the action taking place in the
pictures.

2. Learners then identify the picture
that is the odd one out in a row.

3. Learners circle the picture which
is the odd one out. The teacher will
be going around assisting those
who have challenges naming the
objects.

4. Learners show each other their work.

Assessment
Yes No Sometimes 

Is the learner able to name the words associated 

with specific actions?

Is the learner able to act out the actions described 

by some words?

Is the learner able to identify the actions being 

carried out in the pictures?

Is the learner able to circle the objects which are 

the odd ones out?

Is the learner able to give commands on specific 

actions?
Is the learner able to carry out a series of 

instructions?
Is the learner able to read pictures of different 

actions?

ECD A English TG.indb   112 8/2/2017   3:09 PM



113 Keeping the environment clean  38 

38 Keeping the environment cleanCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• state the importance of keeping a clean

environment
• pick litter around the school
• read pictures on activities of keeping a

clean environment

• identify tools used to clean the environment
• name tools used to clean the environment
• circle all clean materials
• demonstrate using different cleaning tools
• sing a song on litter

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 1.5

Suggested resources
Monday: papers, sticks, leaves, bottles
Tuesday:brooms, rakes and charts  

showing cleaning tools
Friday:  crayons

Monday

Topic:  Importance of 
keeping the 
environment clean

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state the importance of keeping the

environment clean
b) pick litter around the school-yard

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing
• Picking up litter
• Cleaning the environment

Learning activities
1. Learners state the importance

of cleaning the environment; for
example
- to  avoid diseases
- to avoid accidents like broken

bottle cuts

- for good appearance
2. Learners state types of litter found

in the school yard, such as papers,
leaves, bottle-tops and lolly-pop sticks.

3. Led by the teacher, the learners go
around the school picking litter and
putting it in the rubbish pit.

4. Back in the classroom, learners state
the kind of litter they picked around
the school-yard.

Tuesday

Topic:  Tools for cleaning 
the environment

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the tools used for cleaning the

environment
b) demonstrate using cleaning tools

Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Naming
• Demonstrating
• Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Learners name the tools used to

clean the environment such as
brooms, rakes, mops, bins, hoovers
and wheel-barrows.
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2. Teacher shows learners the tools
stated. Teacher also shows some of
the tools on the charts and learners
name them.

3. Learners pick tools of their own
choice and demonstrate how the
tool is used when cleaning the
environment. Other learners assist
where necessary.

4. Learners turn to page 37 of their
reading books and talk about the
tools used in the pictures to keep the
environment clean.

5. As a class, learners clean the
classroom using the tools provided.

Wednesday

Topic: Cleaning activities

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) state cleaning activities
b) read pictures on cleaning activities

Skills to be developed
 • o Stating

• Reading/signing
• Speaking/signing
• Listening

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners 

to state cleaning activities they 
know. Learners state activities like 
sweeping, raking, mopping.

2. In the learners’ reading books on
page 38, learners observe pictures of
cleaning activities and describe them,
for example, a woman sweeping the
house, a man raking the yard and a
girl mopping the house.

3. Learners state each activity and
describe it. Learners also state the
tool being used.

Thursday

Topic:  Circling cleaning 
activities

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name the cleaning materials they

know
b) encircle at least two cleaning tools in

the maze

Skills to be developed
• Naming
• Speaking/signing
• Listening/observing
• Writing/brailling

Learning activities
1. Learners name the tools used for

cleaning the environment like the
broom, the rake, the mop, the wheel
barrow.

2. In the learner’s workbook on page
38 where there are pictures of a cell
phone, crayons and some cleaning
utensils, learners identify any two
cleaning tools and circle them.

3. In the learners’ workbook on page
38, learners circle two cleaning tools.

4. Teacher moves around assisting
learners.

5. Learners show other learners their
work.

Friday

Topic: Song on litter

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) name types of litter thrown around

the school
b) sing a song on litter
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Skills to be developed
• Speaking/signing
• Naming
• Singing
• Listening/observing

Learning activities
1. Learners name the types of litter

thrown around the school yard, for
example, papers, lolly-pop sticks,
sweet wrappers.

2. Teacher introduces a litter rhyme/
song to learners called ‘Don’t throw
litter.’
Don’t throw litter  everywhere (x3)

Don’t throw litter everywhere (x3) 
Pick up litter everywhere (x3)  
Pick up litter everywhere (x3)  
Keep the school clean every day (x3) 
Keep the school clean every day (x3)

3. Learners with the teacher’s 
assistance practise the song in 
groups.

4. The best performing group sings to
the class.

5. In their workbooks on page 39,
learners draw pictures of where
they should dump or deposit litter,
for example, rubbish bin or rubbish
pit.

Assessment
Name 

of child

Are learners 

able to state 

the importance 

of keeping the 

environment 

clean?

Are 

learners 

able to 

pick litter 

around 

the school 

yard?

Are learners 

able to read 

pictures 

about 

cleaning 

activities?

Are learners 

able to 

identify 

tools for 

cleaning?

Are learners 

able to name 

cleaning 

tools among 

other tools?

Are 

learners 

able to 

identify 

and circle 

cleaning 

tools?

Grace
Chido
Tatenda
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39 Making polite requestsCHAPTER

Aims
To help learners:
• learn to make polite requests
• develop listening skills through story telling
• role-play on making polite requests

• read a picture story on making polite requests
• develop pre-writing skills through pattern

writing

Source of matter
ECD A syllabus 1.5

Suggested resources
Thursday: crayons

Monday

Topic:  Story telling on 
making polite 
requests

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) listen to a story on making polite

requests
b) discuss importance of making polite

requests
c) role-play on making polite requests

Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Discussing/signing
• Speaking/signing
• Making polite requests

Learning activities
1. Teacher demonstrates making a

request using a pre-coached learner.
Learner:  Excuse me madam/sir,

 may I leave the room?
Teacher:  Yes, you can leave the  

room.
2. Learners can practise making polite

requests in pairs while teacher is 
moving around assisting them.

3. Teacher tells learners a story of
Hannah who made a polite request
to God asking for a child and God
answered her request.

4. Learners retell the story of Hannah.
5. Teacher and learners discuss

the importance of making polite
requests.

Tuesday

Topic:  Role-playing on 
making polite 
requests

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) role-play on making polite requests
b) listen to others making polite requests

Skills to be developed
• Listening/observing
• Role-playing
• Speaking/signing
• Making requests

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks/signs learners to retell

the story of Hannah, who made a 
polite request to God asking for a 
child and God answered the request.

2. Teacher demonstrates making a
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polite request when asking for a 
pencil using pre-coached learner.
Teacher:  Please John, may I have  

 a pencil?
John:   Yes, you may have it.

3. Learners practise making a polite
request when asking for a pencil/
crayon/going to the toilet, in groups.
Teacher moves around assisting
learners in making polite requests.

Wednesday

Topic:  Reading a picture 
story

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) read a picture story on making polite

requests
b) describe the picture story on making

polite requests

Skills to be developed
• Reading/brailling
• Speaking/signing
• Listening

Learning activities
1. Learners practise making polite

requests when asking for a pencil,
book and going to the toilet.

2. Learners turn to learners’ reading
book on page 39 where there is a
picture story of children requesting
permission from their father to go
and play with friends.

3. Learners look closely at the picture.
Teacher and learners describe

what is happening in the picture in 
which two children are talking to 
their father at the kraal, asking for 
permission to go and play with their 
friends. 

4. Learners practise making polite
requests when requesting for
permission to go and play with
friends.

Thursday

Topic: Pattern writing

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) make patterns from left to right

using crayons

Skills to be developed
• Pre-writing skills
• Fine motor skills
• Gripping
• Left to right orientation

Learning activities
1. Learners practise making polite

requests when asking for crayons.
2. Teacher demonstrates making a

writing pattern on board while
learners are watching.

3. Teacher asks learners to turn to
learners’ workbook on page 40.
Learners make a writing pattern
from left to right as demonstrated by
the teacher on the board. Teacher
moves around assisting learners
where necessary.

4. Learners show each other their
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work.

Friday

Topic: Making polite 
requests in groups

Objectives
During the lesson, learners will:
a) act out on making polite requests in 

groups

Skills to be developed
• Making requests
• Acting
• Speaking/signing
• Listening
• Observing
• Watching

Learning activities
1. Teacher asks two learners to make polite 

requests while others watch and listen.
2. Learners turn to page 40 of their reading 

books where there is a girl asking for a 
crayon from a friend. Learners describe 
what is happening in the picture and 
imitate the words they think the girl is 
saying.

3. In groups, learners practise making 
polite requests when asking for a crayon, 
pencil.

4. Teacher moves around listening to 
learners making polite requests and 
assisting where necessary.

5. Learners repeat the same activity in 
pairs.

Assessment
Name of 

child

Are learners able 

to make polite 

requests?

Are learners 

able to role 

play on making 

polite requests 

in pairs?

Are learners able to 

read a picture story 

on making polite 

requests?

Are learners able 

to make a writing 

pattern?

Ketiwe
Israel
Chipo
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